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INTER@APRICAN AFFAIRS 


INTERVIEW WITH CEAO SECRETARY GENERAL 
Niamey SAHEL HEBDO in l'rench 3 Nov 80 pp 22, 23 


("Exclusive interview" with CEAO Secretary General Moussa N'Gom after 
closing of CEAO Summit Conference, by Assane Sadou: “Our Austerity Budget 
Answers the Economic Conditions in Each State") 


{Text} [Question] Mr General Secretary, what are the most important deci- 
sions which have marked this Sixth CBAO [West African Economic Community) 
eummit? 


[Answer] Before answering your question, I wish to thank the media who 
covered this event. I thank you in the name of the Community for giving 
the people an opportunity to experience this conference. 


To answer your question, I shall say that this summit is important because 
the heads of state have decided to continue. They have decided to continue 
at a time when one could have doubts about pursuing this small experiment 
of six states meeting in the CEDEAO (West African States Economic Community) 
and meeting again in the African Common Market after the Lagos summit. And 
it is significant that the last word at the Conference has been what 
President Senghor told me, “we shall pursue our effort.” Until now, this 
effort has been measured in concepts, in intentions. Now, each state is 
able to measure what the Community can give to it immediately and in the 
near future. This, thanks to a quantification of exchanges. It has become 
possible to measure the impact of the implements of customs cooperation on 
the volume of our exchanges: it increased by 241 percent between 1977 and 
1979. It is now possible for each country to measure what it can expect 
from the CEAO by looking at the first economic development operations which 
have given priority to the water. In fact, water supply is the priority of 
priorities in the five Sahel countries. It is now possible for each country 
to measure what it can expect from the Community because, for the first time, 
thanks to our commu ity educational institutions, we are about to master our 
future development py educating--on our soil, with our own resources, in 
our environment--the future managers of the various sectors of our economy: 
underground, water resources, atmosphere, etc. 





This is why we have firm hopes that we shall soon achieve a true community, 
at the conclusion of the second stage in the progress of our institutions, 
which shall start on 1 January 1986, 


{Question} Mr General Secretary, could you be more precise concerning the 
decision on the free circulation of goods produced in the Community, with- 
out any restrictive quotas? 


|Anawer) Our objective=-to create a customs union--supposes the free circu- 
lation of goods, the free circulation of individuals and property, the free 
Circulation of services. Until now, our primary objective has been the 
free circulation of goods, so as to establish commercial exchanges which 
would provide us with resources for our development. This was made possible 
by the regional cooperation tax which, when granted to a product and to a 
company, makes it possible for this company to export to the other countries 
and makes it possible for the exported product to be regarded as a product 
of the community, i.e. to be subject only to a regional cooperation tax and 
no other, except for internal taxes. 


In certain sectors which are highly sensitive to inter-community competition, 
especially the toxtiles, we noticed that protectionist reflexes would occur 
here and there to answer well-defined national needs resulting from economic 
conditions. 


For some time now, disputes have been examined bilaterally and more and more 
frequently they are settled by mutual agreement. However, we do not wish to 
progress from agreement to agreer it until Article 5--quaranteeing the free 
circulation of goods-is emptied of its content. This is why there has been 
a firm reminder that, if the Community is going to continue, we must maintain 
the fundamental principle of the freedom of exchanges. Agreements can be 
tolerated but the states must come back to the orthodox text and take the 
necessary steps. We all know that this depends mainly on differences in 
development policies. As long as our investment codes and internal taxation 
systems have not been harmonized, there will always be a disposition of 
global taxes. This is why these agreements can still be understood even 
though not justificatory. 


It has also been requested that exchange evaluation be improved by a census 
o* national statistics departments which must make it possible to get a 
clear picture of exchanges and to make all commercial surveys necessary to 
improve the regional cooperation tax and the Community development fund. 


Finally, 1 January 1986 has been maintained as the deadline to arrive at a 
customs union, i.e. a common external ‘ariff. Any product which would 
enter the Community's customs territory would have to pay the same tax at 
all points of entry. Inside the Community the taxes would be the same. 


[Ouestion] Mr General Secretary, the Council of Ministers has recommended 
that the Secretariat no longer grant compensatory settlements to the states 
who have not paid all their dues. What are the states and the amounts 
involved? 








[Anewer) At the level where I am, I do not have the figures. First, let 
me estate the problem. You know that our Community ives only from its 
resources which are the Community Development Pund and the operating budget. 


The economic conditions which have prevailed in the past two years have hardly 
induced the states to pay their dues on time. 


President Kountche, with his usual severity, has made a point of reminding 
the states--which should pay their dues on time--to take the necessary steps. 
Besides, this will enable them to receive compensatory payments. Until now, 
we did not look whether a state had paid its dues before paying back to it 
the deficit amounts, i.e. the “two thirds,” but the state of our finances is 
making these gestures of sol‘darity increasingly harder, and we have started 
to put some pressure to arrange for these payments to be made first to those 
who have paid their dues. 


You will readily understand that I cannot tell you that such and such a 
state have not paid their dues. 


No state likes to be at fault, it is just a result of economic conditions. 
A schedule has been set for the payment of the @ucs. 


[Question] The Conference has adopted an austerity budget. Why? 


[Answer] It is an austerity budget because it corresponds to present 
economic conditions in each of the states and because, for the past three 
years, we have had budyets which have enabled us to determine what our 
actual requirements arc. This budget has been submitted by the general 
secretariat. It is a result of the new flowchart which we have adopted this 
year and which had been under study since 1978; its objective was to ration- 
alize the activities of the general secretariat by ensuring a certain inter- 
pretation of the structures, comparing them to the various sectors of acti- 
vity: development, exchanges and management. 


Through this budget, we want to show that we are decided to live through 
the same difficulties as the national administrations. 


The budget includes several elements: 


There is the operating budget, amounting to nearly 800 millions. There is 
the equipment budcet which covers property, and finally the investment 
budget which covers the one third of the Community Development Fund devoted 
to community action and projects. The last part of the budget covers com- 
pensatory payments. These are said to total 8 billions. 


(Question) Mr General Secretary, what are the actions of the Community that 
will affect the rural world during the coming years? 





[Anewer) We have a first program which deals with water supply to villages 
and pasture land. Then, we deal with several sectors of development which 
affect the rural world. For storage, we have a project in progress, in 
cooperation with CILSS [Inter-State Committee to Fight the Drought in the 
Sahel), to improve the storage of crops. We also have a program for agri- 
cultural mechanization to improve production conditions, and also a program 
dealing with seeds. We have therefore covered all four main production 
factors: water, seeds, tools and fertilizers. 


The rural world will thus receive some assistance in two important fields. 

In the field of health we shall promote the traditional pharmacopeia, 
traditional medicine. Finally, we must develop the cultural and geographical 
resources of the rural world by developing tourism. Therefore, we are going 
to initiate touristic cooperation. 


Essentially and in the near future, these are the various sectors for our 
activity in the rural world. 


But we know that, while the rural world represents about 9°0 percent of our 
people, 90 percent of all profitable activitites are exerted by the urban 
population. This is why we must already now start working toward the final 
objective of our cooperation, namely industrial integration. 


In Niamey, we have just adopted the guidelines for our first industrial 
integration program which, with the assistance of UNIDO [United Nations 
Industrial Developemtn Organization] is covering all sectors where industrial 
cooperation is feasible. The exploitation of our energy resources and the 
transformation of our crops, livestock and fishing production into an agri- 
cultural industry, both in the form of units, of small and medium-size 
enterprises, and also as regional units which wiil remain open to neighboring 
countries, especially this regional solar energy research and production 
center. 


These are the activities on which we have been asked to orient most of our 
efforts, without neglecting other, auxiliary, sectors such as -nformation, 
education, continuing education of cadres, as well as other operations of a 
national character in which FOSIDEC [Solidarity and Action Fund for the 
Development of the Western African Economic Community] should participate. 
/ know, as the latest slogan will have it: “Small is beautiful." We must 
cart with small actions before performing big ones. 


9294 
CSO: 4400 











a 


INTER“AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


CILSS SECRETARY HOLDS PRESS CONFERENCE ON SAHEL PROJECTS 
Niamey LE SANEL in French 6 Nov 80 p 3 


\CILSS Secretary's Press Conference on Sahel Projects: “We Are Looking 
for Money"; date and place not indicated) 


{Text} On the occasion of the meeting of the executive 
committee of *he Agrhymet program, the executive secretary 
of the CILSS [Inter-State Committee to Fig).t the Drought 

in the Sahel), Mr Seck Mame N'Diack, held a press conference 
during which he developed several themes concerning Sahel 
countries’ priority projects. He also discussed the Jjecrease 
in the international aid to Sahel countries and in the 
financing of some projects which are stagnating. 


{Question} Mr General Executive Secretary, you have mentioned first- 
generation projects which have been financed to 40 percent. What are those 
that have been compieted, and what are those that remain? 


[Answer] These projects are extremely varied. I told you that, strategical- 
ly, we have several priority sectors, especially agriculture. Agriculture 
includes the irrigated sector and the fluvial sector, it includes livestc~k 
farming, fishing, water suvply to the villages and to pasture land, educa- 
tion, health; all these sectors, taken as a whole, cover about 620 projects 
in all. In each sector, two or three projects have been financed... 

\ 
We have prepared documents showing all the projects thet have been financed, 
those that have not, those in progress and those nearing completion. They 
only represent a sprinkling of the whole lot. 


{(Question] Mr Executive Secretary, when discussing the question of food in 
ceftein Sahel countries, one mentions projects for the construction of 
hydroagricultural dams which are now in progress and will both help solve 
the water problem and produce electricity. What would be the CILSS's 
participation in the financing of such projects? 


[Answer] In agriculture, the CILSS's priority of priorities is to gain 
control over the water. As we have said, in the Sahel countries there is 
no longer a lack of water, just a lack of control over it. 








Our objective is to give greater priority to irrigated crops which alone 
can protect us against climatic variations, and to let fluvial crops regress 
because they -emain vulnerable to the whims of dry weather. 


In gaining control over the water, dams ar an essential element and, in 
fact, our major protects now involve river basins. 


Certain very important dams are under study; others, on the other hand, are 
at the ground=<breaking stage. 


However, only water-controlling dams require enormous amounts of money. 
This is why we are asking for the assistance of donor countries to stress 
the idea of financing studies for chese projects. 


Unfortunately, we must recognize that our irrigated cultures have been 
marking time for some time, the financing of our irrigation projects has 
been marking time at the expense of CILSS countries. 


Secondly, lacking means, the CILSS has taken again its steady amount of 
dossiers on an international scale; we are going around the world: Mex.co, 
United States, United Nations, Canada. The incumLent president and myself 
went to Rome. 


We are now going to Kuwait especially to mobilize all of the donors, and 
later on we shall qo to The Hague, to the World's Food Conference. 


The CILSS is getting active to face certain climatic hazards. And especially 
so with respect to planned irrigated cultures, to [solve] the problem of 
accicultural technology. 


[Question] During your trip to Rome, the incumbent president made a plea 
to donor countries. What have been the results of this plea? 


[Answer] The results have been very encouraging. I toid you that financing 
had been staynating and that assistance had decreased; this is because we 
had noticed some lack of interesc from donor countries. We are nuw seeing 
again some international and general awareness concerning the problems of 
the Sahel. 


With respect to food assistance, we have received assurances in Rome, and 
the donors are ready to face the situation. In other words, internationally, 
people have become increasingly conscious and, as far as food assistance is 
concerned, we [as published] are lavishing advice. 


[Question] Could you remind us of the needs? 


[Answer] I shal) take last year. We had a deficit of 890 million tons. 
These 890 million tons were covered only to 19 percent. This year, estimates 
have not yet been made; we have asked to have them made as soon as possible 
SO we can express our needs. 

















In view of the present situation, only Niger has had relatively normal 
rainfalls, the other countries have not been that lucky: i.e. the rains 
came early; at any rate, generally speaking, the situation is rather 
difficult. 


[Question] What do you think of artificial rains? 


[Answer] These are still at the experimental stage. They have been tried 
in some countries but the results were not conclusive because this science 
has not been mastered yet. 


[Question) Mr Executive Secretary, could you tell us if the expansion of 
the Agrhymet Center har been adopted during your first working session? 
If it has, exactly what do you plan to do? 


[Answer] The expansion work of this Center is one of the mainstays of our 
discussion. It is very likely to be adopted; it will have to go to the 
coordination committee and to be approved by the Council of Ministers to 
be held soon at Praia (Cape Verde). 


[Question] Finally, Mr Executive Secretary, could you tell us if the 
Agrhymet Center is open to other countries, which do not belong to this 
sub-region? 


[Answer] Yes, this Center is open to other countries, which do not belong 
to this subregion. We have accepted students who are not from CILSS 
countries, for instance from the Ivory Coast. 
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INTER=AFRICAN APFAIRS 


JOINT ZAITRE-CONGO COMMUNIQUE RELEASED 
LDO12340 Kinshasa AZAP in French 1800 GMT 1 Dee 80 


[Text] Kinshasa, | Dee (AZAP)~ At the invitation of his brother and friend, 
Comrade Denisa Sassou-Niguesso, chairman of the Central Committee of the 
Congolese Labor Party, president of che republic, head of state, chairman 
of the Couneil of Ministers, citizen Mobutu Sese Seko, founder-president 
and president of the Republic of Zaire, chairman of the Central Committee 
of the Popular Movement of the Revolution [MPR], paid a friendly visit 

to the People's Republic of Congo on 29 November 1980, 


On his arrival at the International Airport of Maya-Maya, citizen Mobutu 
Sese Seko and his entourage were greeted by Comrade Denis Sassou-Niguesso. 


During his visit, citizen Mobutu Sese Seko and Comrade Denis Sassou-Niguesso 
had important discussions which concerned the relations of bilateral coopera- 
tion between the two countries and international issues. 


Those who took part in the discussions: 


On the Zaire side: Inonga Lokongo L'ome, Central Committee member of the MPR, 
political commission of state for foreign affairs and international coopera- 
tion; Seti Yale, special adviser; Nimy Mayadika Ngimbi, director of the 
Presidential Bureau; [kolo Mboloko, ambassador extraordinary and pleni- 
potentiary of the Republic of Zaire in the People's Republic of Congo; 

Mbamba Ganga, counsellor in the bureau of the founder-president, president 

of the republic; Opango Ibombo, director of the Africa Directorate in the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation. 


On the Congo side: Pierre Nze, member of the Political Bureau, in charge of 
foreign relations, minister of foreign affairs ard cooperation; Francois 

Xavier Katrali, member of the Political Bureau, in charge of security, minister 
of the interior; Camille Bongou, member of the Central Committee of the 
Congolese Labor Party, secretary general in the presidency of the Central 
Committee of the Congolese Labor Party, Emmanuel Yoka, minister, director 

of the cabinet of the head of state; Frank Gaston Tsikabaka Lupey, diplomatic 
counsellor to the head of state; Jea\-Marie Ewengue, ambassador extraordinary 
and plenipocentiary of the People's Republic of Congo in Ziare; Emmenual 
Ngouvelondeie, counsellor i. -he presidency. 














In their discussions the two presidents took stock of Zaire-Congo cooperation 
and noted with satisfaction that various special commissions of the grand 
joint commissions were regularly held, entrusted with examining apecific 
problems of cooperation between the two countries, 


In addition the two presidents instructed their respective delegations that 
the ninth session of the grand joint commission should take place in 
January 19861 in Brazzaville, 


Examining the international situation, the two presidents paid particular 
attention to the urgent problems of the day, They expressed their desire 
to see a peaceful solution found for all the situations of conflict that 
are shaking the world, 


On the issue of Chad in particular, the two presidents, intensely concerned 
by the aggravation of the situation in that country, reaffirmed their will 
to do everything possible in order to bring back peace and concord to the 
people of Quad and on that account support all initiatives connected with 
this. 


On their Level they have agreed to take parallel initiatives in view of 
helping towards the solution of the Ghad crisis. 


The discussions between the two heads of state took place in an atmosphere 
of brotherliness, cordiality and mutual understanding, with a concern to 
take cooperation to a higher level. 


President Mobutu Sese Seko thanked President Denis Sassou-Niguesso as well as 
the Congolese people for the warm reception and the brotherly hospitality 
shown to himself and his suite during their stay. 

President Mobutu Sese Seko invited President Denis Sassou-Niguesso to visit 
the Republic of Zaire at a date which will be fixed later by diplomatic 
channels. 

This invitation was accepted with pleasure. 


[Signed] Mobutu Sese Seko, president of the Republic of Zaire; Denis Sassou- 
Niguesso, People's Republic of Congo, on 29 November in Brazzaville. 
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INTER=AFRIC W AFFAIRS 


TOGO=NIGER JOINT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED 





Lome LA NOUVELLE MARCHE in French 14 Nov 80 pp 1, 6 


[Text] Within the framework of periodic consultations between the leaders of the 
two countries and in keeping with the policy of good relations followed by Togo and 
Niger, Col Seyni Kountche, president of the Supreme Military Council and chief of 
state of Niger, went to Togo on 12 November 1980 for the purpose of a visit of 
friendship and work to hie brother and friend, Gen Gnassingbe Eyadema, president 

and founder of the Rally of the Togolese People (RPT) and president of the republic. 


The two chiefs of state were accompanied during their talks by other officials. 
Representing Niger were Daouda Diallo, minister of foreign affairs and cooperation, 
Garba Sidikou, minister of higher education and research, and Jean Poisson, chief of 
staff of the president of the Supreme Military Council. The officials from Togo 
were Ayite Gachin Mivedor, member of the Political Bureau and permanent director of 
the RPT, Yaya Malou, member of the Political Bureau of the RPT and director of the 
Police School, Kpotivi Tevi-Djidjogbe Lacle, member of the Political Bureau of the 
RPT and minister of interior in charge of information, Barry Moussa Barque, member 
of the Political Bureau of the RPT and minister of mines, energy, hydraulic re- 
sources and public works, and Boumbera Alassounouma, member of the Central Committee 
and minister of third and fourth degree education and scientific research. 


Presidents Eyadema and Kountche engaged in a lengthy discussion of the state and 
prospects of development, bilateral cooperation between the two countries and the 
major international problems in the world. 


Bilateral Cooperation 


Concerning bilateral cooperation, the two leaders expressed their satisfaction over 
the excelent relations of friendship and cooperation existing between the two coun- 
tries and reaffirmed their firm determination to work tirelessly to strengthen them. 


Presidents Kountche and Eyadema agreed to take all necessary measures in order to 
bring the Niger and Togolese peoples closer together and ensure their general well- 
being. They decided to call a ministerial meeting as soon as possible in order to 
examine the ways and means to ensure better circulation of persons and goods between 
the two countries. In this connection, the two leaders examined possibilities of 
intensifying their scientific, technical and cultural cooperation. With regard to 
the examination of international issues, it led to overall agreement, particularly 
on African problems such as the situation in Chad. 
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Chad 


President Eyadema informed President Kountche of the recent work of the OAU ad hoc 
committee on Chad, President Kountche congratulated the OAU ad hoc committee under 
the leadership of Gen Gnassingbe Eyadema for the courage, devotion, patience and 
self-denial it has demonstrated in its many efforts and attempts to reach a peace- 
ful settlement of the fratricidal war that has already caused so much loss of human 
life and material damage in that country. The Niger chief of state emphasized the 
fact that the different meetings of the OAU ad hoc committee have taken place in 
Lome, bearing witness to the determination of the Togolese chief of state to do 
everything poseible to see that the opposing parties accept a ceasefire agreement 
in order to put an end to the suffering of the Chadian people. 


Gen Gnassingbe Eyadema then congratulated the Niger chief of state for his neutral- 
ity a8 4 signatory to the Lagos agreements and for the efforte \e has made in order 
to make a contribution to the search for a solution to thie grievous problem. The 
two chiefs of atate are firmly convinced that only an African solution will make 

it possible to reconcile the opposing sides. 


Actually, the two chiefs of estate believe that the procedure for the ceasefire re- 
commended by the OAU ad hoe committee is the best way to bring peace to Chad. They 
are therefore issuing a solemn appeal so that everyone will make a cooperation ef- 
fort so as to facilitate the task of the OAU ad hoc committee. They reaffirm their 
conviction that the Lagos agreements constitute the proper framework for any lasting 
solution of the Chadian problem. They urgently ask all countries to abstain from 
any attempt to interfere or intervene in any way. 


Western Sahara 


Concerning the Western Sahara, the two chiefs of state recognized the need for the 
two parties involved to begin negotiations as soon as possible in order to put an 
end to the confiict. 


Decolonization of Namibia 


Col Seyni Kountche and Gen Gnassingbe Eyadema congratulate the secretary general of 
the United Nations for the tireless efforts he has made in order to bring about the 
decolonization of Namibia. They urge the Wester powers to bring pressure on the 

r cist authorities in South Africa so that they wil understand that the time has 
come for Namibia to have independence and so that they will cease their dilatory 
maneuvers aimed at hindering the irreversible process of the decolonization of 

that part of Africa. 


ECOWAS 
The two chiefs of state noted with satisfaction the positive evolution of the activi- 
ties of the Economic Community of West African States. Once again, they reaffirmed 


the confidence and hope they place in this regional organization which is called 
upon to play a prime role in the evolution of West Africa. 
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OAU Reonomic Summit Conference 


The Niger and Togolese presidents appeal to all chiefs of state within the Organiza- 
tion of African Unity to coordinate their efforts and aid the secretary general of 
the OAU to find the ways and means of carrying out the proposal of the first eco- 
nomic summit conference of the OAU which met in Lagos, Nigeria, on 26 and 29 April 
1980, to gradually eatabliah an African common market. 


international Problema; Lraqi-Iranian Conflict 


The two chiefs of state expressed their great concern over the prolongation of the 
armed conflict between Iraq and Iran. They joined together in examining the effects 
of the war on the world economy and the economies of their countries. They appeal 
to these two countries to put an end to the conflict. They welcome the efforts at 
mediation undertaken by nonalined countries and the Islamic conference in order 

to halt the fighting. 


Situation in Afghanistan 


Once again they condemned the intervention of Soviet troops in Afghanistan, inter- 
vention which constitutes intolerable interference in the internal affairs of a 
sovereign nation and a flagrant violation of human rights and the rights of nations 
to determine their own fate in keeping with the UN Charter. 


North-South Dialog 


The two chiefs of state deplored the manifest bad will of certain wealthy countries. 
The establishment of a new economic and social order is a matter of justice and 
equity between nations. The continuation of the North-South dialog appears neces- 
sary to the two chiefs of state in order to avoid a general conflict between the 
rich and the poor and in order to ensure peace among the world's nations. 


President Seyni Kountche thanked his brother and friend, President Gnassingbe 
Eyadema, the Rally of the Togolese People and the Togolese Government for the very 
warm and fraternal welcome reserved for him and his aides in Lama-Kara. 


Lama-Kara, 12 November 1980 

Colonel Seyni Kountche 

President of the Supreme Military Council 
Chief of State of Niger 


General Gnassingbe Eyadema 


President-Founder of the RPT 
President of the Togolese Republic 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


CONGO'S SASSJU-NGUESSO MAKES ‘BUSINESS TRIP' TO ANGOLA 
Brazzaville LA SEMAINE AFRICAINE in French 6-12 Nov 80 p 5 


[Text] On 25 October 1980, Sunday, the Congoiese Chief of State, Col Denis Sassou- 
Nguesso made a brief business trip to Angola, invited by the President of Angola, 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos. 


The communique which announced this visit stresses the identity of pointe of view of 
the two Chiefs of State, concerning all probleme discussed. 


After a "long exchange of points of view about the experiences of the MPLA-Labor 
Party, Congolese Labor Party, the two parties agreed to research ways and means of 
reaching continued and harmonious development of our bilateral relations, based upon 
settled agreements." 


The two parties “are engaged in continuing cooperation and strengthening the defense 
and security of common borders." 


Analysis of the internationai situation has allowed President Sassou-Nguesso to become 
informed about the latest violations of Angolan territory by the South African Army 
and to condemn these acts. This analysis has also caused the two Chiefs of State 

to be con-erned about what is going on in Namibia: The development of discussions 
between the UN Mission and the South African regime. 


"In this crucial period of the Namibian people's fight against the outlaw South 
African, the two Presidents reaffirmed their support of SWAPO, the one and only 
legal representative of the Namibian people.” 


Concerning Chad, the two parties expressed tieir opinion on the Lagos agreements and 
manifested their concern in the face of a renewed outbreak of hostilities. They 
expressed their support of the National Union Government led by Mr Goubount, 


The two presidents also “reaffirmed their support of the right of the Saharian and 
East-Timor people to self-determination and their support of the fight of Palestine's 
Arab people. 


The two Chiefs of State wish that the Iraq-Iranian conflict is solved by "peaceful 
means, in accordance with UN's and the Independent Movement's principles." 
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Talking about the new international economic order, President Dos Santos and President 
Sassou-Nguesso expressed their wish that it will be "progressist, free of 

exploitation and founded on the rights of the people to the protection of their 
natural resources," 


Trade increase, technical, cultural and scientific cooperation, such are the wishes 
expressed by the two Presidents, in the frame of Inter-African cooperation, 
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INTER~A} RICAN AFFAIRS 


CONGOLESE DONATION TO ALGERIAN EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS 
Brazzaville LA SEMAINE AFRICAINE in French 6-12 Nov 80 p 5 


[Text] The earthquake which put the Algerian Republic into mourning constituted one 
of the important items on the agenda of the Council of Ministers, presided by the 
Chief of State, Col Denis Sassou-Nguesso. An aide has just arrived from a visit to 
the Al Asnam disaster victims, The government spokesman presented the following 


report: 


"The Council has decided to send the sum of 1 million dollars to the brother- 
government of the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria, that is, 210 million CFA 
francs. This modest sum, very modest indeed when viewed as a contribution to mass 
disposition, in view of the pending aid to Al Asnam disaster victims. This Congolese 
donation, despite its small amount must be perceived as the token of solidarity 
which has always marked and characterized friendly, fraternal and active camaraderie 
relations between the Congolese and Algerian peoples. 


"This active solidarity, which has always borne fruits in normal times, in times of 
happiness, has never been forgotten in times of sadness and tribulation. The Con- 
golese and Algerian people have wept in one breath and with the same emotion for 
Presidents Marien Ngouabi and Houari Boumedienne. 


Today the Algerian mourning is also felt by Congolese masses. The Congolese people 
were stunned by news of the tragic event in Al Asnam. Despite geographic distance 
the Congolese people resolutely stand at the side of the Algerian people in this hour 
of grief and tragedy. The people remained attentive during all phases of the event 
and seize upon this occasion to renew their sympathy to their Algerian brothers. 


9626 
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GDR FOREIGN MINISTER RECEIVED BY KEREKOU, MAKES PRESS STATEMENT 
ABO41305 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 1930 GMT 3 Dec 80 


[Text] President Kerekou this morning received the GDR foreign minister, 
Comrade Oskar Fischer, who .s heading his country's delegation to the 
People's Republic of Benin, Later, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Cooperation, the Fast German minister signed a protocol accord between 
the German Democratic Republic and Benin. After the signing ceremony, he 
made the following statement to the press on the purpose of his visit: 


[Begin recording in German with subsequent translation] Allow me to tell 
you that I was very happy to have the opportunity to meet this morning 

your respected president, Comrade Kerekou, with whom I had a thorough 

and cordial exchange of views. I also had the opportunity to deliver to 
him a personal message from Comrade Erich Honecker, secretary general of 
the Central Committee of the Socialist Party of Germany and president of 
the State Council of the German Democratic Republic. And I can tell you 
that Comrade President Kerekou received the message with great pleasure. 


As I told you on my arrival, the aim of this first visit to the People's 
Republic of Benin as foreign minister is to deepen political cooperation 
after holding more consultations. And I can now assure you that we have 
been very successful in this field. We have already had a thorough exchange 
of views on international matters and all the talks were held in a frank 
and constructive atmosphere. 


Taking part in these talks were, of course, the minister of foreign affairs 
and cooperation, the minister of trade, the minister of public works, housing 
and construction, the minister of popular justice, the minister of informa- 
tion and propaganda and the minister of tigher education and scientific 
research, It was a regular exchange of information and experiences, an 
exchange which is quite natural and necessary between countries that wish 

to build something new and progressive. 


The German Democratic Republic is a socialist state with a solid anti- 
imperialist tradition. The recognition of the GDR policies in the Republic 
of Benin gladdens our heart. The German Democratic Republic supports all 
those who militate and fight for peace, freedom and independence. [sentence 
indistinct] Since the People's Republic of Benin is an emancipated and anti- 
imperialist state, nothing can be closer than this great cooperation between 
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our two countries, I! can also assure you with pleasure that bilateral relations 
between our two countries are developing steadily; this can be seen in politi- 
cal, cultural and economic cooperation as well as in other fields of inter- 
governmental cooperation, 


Concerning the relations between the Socialist Party of Germany and the 
People's Revolutionary Party of Benin, I could say that they played the role 
of a locomotive engine. [as heard) As far as the tangible results of this 
visit are concerned, we today signed a working plan between the two governments 
concerning cooperation in the cultural, scientific and technical fields for 
1981 and 1982 as well as a protocol on the first session of the joint 
commission which met within the framework of the GDR-Beninese trade agreement, 
I think these documents and the exchanges of opinions and experiences which 
have taken place can further develop and perfect our relations. 


Concerning international politics, we have noted a certain number of tensions 
caused by [word indistinct] policies, [sentence indistinct] We were of the 
opinion that efforts should be continued in favor of peace, disarmament and 
detente, We also agreed that the anti-imperialist solidarity should be 
strengthened, In this connection, I can tell you that as in the past the 
German Democratic Republic will ever remain a reliable partner. We are 
leaving your country with a feeling of satisfaction and I am anxious to wish 
the Beninese people new successes in the construction of their new life. 

fend recording] 
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FAN SPOKESMAN DISCUSSES SITUATLON AFTER LIBYAN INTERVENTION 


Dakar LE SOLEIL In French 7 Nov 80 pp 1, 10 


{Interview with Mahamat Saleh, minister of finance and commissioner for foreign 
relations of Command Council of the Armed Forces of the North of Hissein Habre 
by Babaca Touri: "We Are Fighting the Regular Libyan Army") 


[Excerpts] "We are facing not the Chadians but the Libyan occupation army, 
of which 3,000 troops have invaded Chad since 19 October 1980." 


This was an exclusive statement to LE SOLEIL made by Mahamat Scleh Ahmat, 
minister of finance and foreign relations commissioner of the Command Council 
of the Armed Forces of the North of Hissein Habre. Following his arrival in 
our capital last Wednesday, Hissein Habre's deputy, accompanied by Michel Froud, 
director of political affairs and information commissioner of the CCFAN [Command 
Council of the Armed Forces of the North], was received yesterday by Prime 
Minister Abdou Diouf. 


[Question] The military situation in the northern part of Chad seems to have 
experienced changes in favor of FAP (People's Armed Forces) commanded by 

Mr Goukouni, according to sources of the National Union Government (GUNT). 

Do you confirm this change, particularly in Borkou, Ennedi and Tibesti provinces 
and Faya Largeau Prefecture? 


[Answer] The situation in the north does not make us face the Goukouni forces 
but the regular Libyan Army which invaded Chad on 19 October 1980. The 
invasion occurred in three specific areas: 


l. An initial contingent of 850 Libyan troops helicoptered from Sebha (Libya) 
were dropped 60 kilometers away from N'Djamena. 


2. Other elements of the Libyan army attacked Faya Largeau from Libyan bases 
located on Chadian territory in Wour, Bardai and Zouar (BET). 


3. The third point of penetration was Oumchalouba-Kalaide, in the northeastern 
part of the country. 


There, the Libyan presence, which has been mentioned for some time, is quite 
factual. We have come here to bring proof, all the necessary specific, tangible 
and irrefutable proofs of the presence of 3,000 soldiers of the regular Libyan 
army which invaded Chad on 19 October. However, despite this direct and massive 
war declared by Libya, no changes on the terrain have taken place. 
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[Question] According to some sources the FAN seemed to be losing momentum 
in N'Djamena as confirmed by the strengthening of FAP cadres by mercenaries 
and the fact of Libyan intervention, 


[Answer] I have already told you that we concinue to maintain our position 

of strength on the military level, boch in N'Djamena as elsewhere in the 
country. In N'Djamena itself the 850 Libyan soldiers who attacked the capital 
on 19, 20 and 21 October were thrown back and defeated by the FAN with the 
Support of the population, The 6 October general offensive enabled the FAN 

to assume control over the gendarmerie, the air force area, and the airport 
sector, i.e,, the key positions of the N'Djamena coalition. Furthermore, our 
forces have encircled the old French base in Farcha. We have not only retained 
these gains but have consolidated them since then. Everything I am telling you 
has been noted by the press. That is why the imaginary victories announced by 
the coalition do not excite us. Their purpose is, rather, to promote confusion 
and doubt concerning the Libyan presence in Chad. We left N'Djamena on 24 
October and at that time there had been no changes in the northern part of the 
country or in N'Djamena. 


[Questton] In your view, what is Qadhdhafi looking for in Chad or in Africa? 
What could the result of the Goukouni-Qadhdhafi alliance be? 


[Answer] We have always said that what Oadhdhafi wants is to occupy Chad, set up 
a puppet government and, using our country as a base, implement his dream of 
founding the "United States of the Sahel." As far as Chad in particular is 
concerned, Qadhdhafi would like total control over its considerable ground 
resources. We are certain, however, that this target will never be reached, for 
we are enjoying in our fight the total support of the population and we are 
certain of the victory of our struggle for the liberation and total independence 
of Chad. 


[Question] What do you think of the recent charges leveled by Qadhdhafi 
against Niger and Mali? 


[Answer] I would have preferred not to answer this question, Qadhdhafi is 
engaged in a diversion. He had already leveled the same charges against Chad. 
Once again, it is a diversionary maneuver aimed at concealing Qadhdhafi's basic 
target. By this means he hopes to mislead public opinion in order to be able 
to pursue his plan which, I repeat, is the military occupation of Chad and the 
conquest of the Sahel with our territory as a starting point. As to Goukouni, 
it is obvious that he is pro-Libyan. However, above all, he is a puppet in 
Qadhdhafi's hands. Without him he is nothing, he can do nothing. The proof is 
that he called for Qadhdhafi's troops as a result of our 6 October offensive. 


[Question] Following the two Lome meetings, what point has been reached on the 
political level in the search for a negotiated solution? Could Lome II be 
considered a failure? 


[Answer] The second Lome meeting was not a failure. The ad hoc committee of the 
OAU is continuing in the Togolese capital to make considerable efforts to restore 
the peace in Chad. The parties to the conflict also have their delegations in 

Lome. However, we must strongly emphasize that it was the very day of the second 
Lome meeting, i.e., of 15 October, that the Libyans mounted their action in Chad. 
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This clearly indicates that the coalition and its master do not want peace in 
Chad. Nevertheless, the efforts in Lome are continuing with our support. The 
key to peace in Chad, however, doer not depend on us alone, 


[Question] What is the specific reason for the obstructions which hinder the 
efforts of the OAU ad hoc committee on the Chad? 


[Answer] The main obstacles blocking the peace are mainly three: 


l. The legitimacy of the Chadian government based on the Lagos accords. This 
legitimacy is exclusively based on the accepta: ce of the various currents which 
were represented in the conclusion of the Lagos accords. No other interpretation 
is possible. 


2. The role played by Benin, both as member of the control commission and as a 
country which could provide the neutral force in Chad, as stipulated by the OAU. 
We reject Benin which has officially opted in favor of the coalition. We shall 
accept Benin neither as member of the control commission nor as part of the 
neutral OAU force, for one cannot be both judge and plaintiff. 


3. Libya, whose defini.ive condemnation we have demanded, for by massively and 
directly intervening in the Chad, it violated both che spirit and the letter of 
the Lagos accords and the OAU charter. 


[Question] Therefore, what conditions would be required for a new basis for 
national reconciliation in Chad? 


[Answer] The only solution to the Chadian drama is political. In order to 
achieve a political solution it is necessary, first of all, for the fighting to 
stop and a cease fire respected by all to take place. Then, all the signatories 
of the Lagos accords should consult with a view to finding a definitive solution. 


Such a solution should eliminate any direct or indirect foreign interference in 
Chad. In our view, this is the way to be followed by all Chadians who want 
peace, freedom, and the preservation of the national integrity of their country. 
In other words, we must achieve the unification and reconciliation of all Chadian 
patriots in order to build a united and strong Chad. 


[Question] It is said that following his latest tour of Africa, Hissein Habre 
has had difficulties in returning to his headquarters in N'Djamena. According 


to some sources he is blocked in north Cameroun and unable to cross the Chari 
River .... 


[Answer] Should I bother to give you an answer? This should not even be asked, 
for it is a question, no more and no less, of imaginary rumore which, in fact, 
are proof of pure intoxication. Let me assure you that I entered N'Djamena with 
Comrade Hissein Habre and that it was he personally who directed our victorious 
offensive in the capital on 6 October. Actually, everyone knows that we can 
move in and out of N'Djamena at will and at all times. 


[Question] What are the results of Hissein Habre's tour? 
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[Answer] The purpose of the trip was one of information and promotion of 
awareness. Lt was constructive and definite!y consolidated the position of the 
patriotic forces abroad, It seems to us tha. the state of the Chadian drama, 
which is that of the Balkanizing and destabilization of the Chad, has been 
better understood by the African states and African public opinion. The 

number of such missions will be increased to the extent of our possibilities, 
involving both Comrade Habre and other officials. We believe that the drama 
experienced by Chad is not one of its people only but also the drama of Africa 
which has experienced unfortunate adventures such as those of Biafra and 
Katanga, for example. 
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REPORTS OF ‘SECRET’ ETHIOPLAN-ERITREAN TALKS 
Negotiations Reported in Damascus 
LDOLI551 Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 21 Nov 80 p 13 LD 


[Keport by AL<WATAN correspondent: "Secret Talke in Damascus Between Eritrean 
Revolutionary Council and Ethiopia") 


[Text] London--Well-informed Western sources said here that secret negotiations 
have been taking place in Damascus for the past 3 days becween representatives of 
the Eritrean Liberation Front [ELF] (the Revolutionary Council) and representatives 
of the Ethiopian regime. The sources said that the ELF wants to end the prolonged 
war against Col Mengistu Haile Mariam's regime, which is backed by the Soviet 
Union. 


But the same sources said that the Eritrean Popular Liberation Front is not repre- 
sented in these negotiations and is still opposed to a cease-fire and to negotia- 
tions with the Ethiopian regime. The sources add that some Revolutionary Council 
members who want to carry on with the war have recently joined the Popular Front. 


The sources add that the reason for the Revolutionary Council's desire to negotiate 
with the Ethiopian regime is the losses its fighters suffered as a result of 
clashes throughout last month with Popular Front fighters. 


Only 2 weeks ago Popular Front troops attacked one of the Revolutionary Council's 
major bases in the mountains north of Barentu and killed a large number of council 
forces. Two officers who were in the camp--(Muhammad Muhammad Dad) and (Fayi 
Shiklay) escaped to Sudan after the attack. 


The Revolutionary Council delegation that went to Damascus for negotiations consists 
of Council Chairman (Ahmad Nur) and his deputy (‘Id al-Idris). The Ethiopian 
regime is represented in the talks by two members of the ruling dergue. 


Western sources add that officials from South Yemen and the CPSU attended the first 
meeting. In addition, the meeting was attended by Gian Carlo Pajetta, in charge 
of foreign policy affairs for the Italian Communist Party. Pajetta was holding 
contacts with the parties concerned with a view to ending the conflict. 


The sources say that the proposed peace treaty provides for Eritrean fighters to 
hand in their weapons to the Ethiopian Army on arrival at specified assembly points 


22 














(as hae happened in Zimbabwe). As for the Eritrean fighters who are in Sudan, 
they will be allowed to return to their homes after reporting to assembly pointe. 
All Eritrean prisoners, including the Popular Front fighters, will be released 

if they accept the peace treaty, 


Under the proposed political settlement of the problem, the Ethiopian authorities 
will give the Eritreane the local administration of towns and villages but will 
not grant them political or military autonomous rule, 


Eritrean Front Denial 
LD221206 Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 0827 GMT 22 Nov 80 


{Text} Kuwait, 22 Nov (KUNA)=-One of the two largest liberation fronts in Eritrea 
}ae today denied reports which said that it ie having secret negotiations with 

the Marxiet Ethiopian Government with the Soviet blessing. The Eritrean Libera- 
tion Front, through ite spokesman, said: "These claims are false and without any 
foundations of truth and are the concoctions of imperialist quarters and plotting 
elements." 


Their spokesman was commenting on press reports from Khartoum that a delegation 
from the front left for Damascus to hold secret negotiations with representatives 
of the Ethiopian Government with the blessing of the Soviet Union which backs the 
government and with the participation of two representatives from the Italian 
Communist Party and the Government of South Yemen. 


The spokesman stressed the aim of the Eritrean revolutionaries, who have been 
fighting for 19 years for the independence of Eritrea from Ethiopia. He said: 
"The Eritrean Liberation Front will not (?relinquish) in any event the national 
cause for complete liberation of Eritrea and will not exchange the national target 
of liberation and independence with any forms of political solutions which will 
not comply with the full and complete aspirations of the Eritrean people." 


CSO: 4402 
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ETHIOPIA 


MENGISTU SPEAKS ON ‘EXPANSIONISTS, SECESSLONISTS' 
Strengthened Ties With Neighbors 
LD292057 Addie Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 1700 GMT 29 Nov 80 


[Excerpts] Comrade Chairman Mengistu Haile Mariam today said that our revolutionary 
army would go to the extent of sacrificing lives to ensure proletarian peace and 
has lived up to ths noble aim in the past 6 years of bitter struggle. 


Comrade Chairman Mengistu Haile Mariam, chairman of the Provisional Military Admin- 
istrative Council and commission for organizing the party of the workers of 
Ethiopia and commander in chief of the revolutionary army, said this in an address 
he made while presenting awards and ranks to cadet officers who have completed 
their advanced military training. 


in his address, the comrade chairman noted that our revolutionary army is advancing 
from one victory to the next on all fronts, adding that the doomsday of expansionists 
in the south and east and of secessionist bandits in the north is approaching and 
that the prophesied hopes of imperialism in Ethiopia were getting daily fainter. 
Hence, the comrade chairman said, the present weeks and months could be described 

as a period of mourning for our enemies. 


The comrade chairman also stressed that our revolutionary army would take unwavering 
revolutionary measures against individuals taking bribes, robbing, cheating and 
committing subversive activities against the workers, and against imperialist agents 
and so-called heroes. 


Noting that peace is among the basic principles of our revolution, the comrade 
chairman said the atmosphere of understanding with Sudan, Kenya and Djibouti is 
being strengthened after great efforts to live in peace and good neighbor liness 
with countries surrounding us. In addition to this, he noted that steps are being 
taken to make possible cooperation in the fields of development that are of common 
interest to those peoples. 


Relations With Somalia 
LD251404 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 0400 GMT 25 Nov 80 


[Interview with Mengistu Haile Mariam, chairman of Provisional Military Administra- 
tive Council; date and place not given] 
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[Excerpt| Comrade Chairman Mengietu has described the good relations linking the 
Democratic Republic of the Sudan, the Republic of Kenya and Socialist Ethiopia as 
an embryo or example and as constituting a firet etep for the other countries of 
the region, 


Comrade Chairman Mengietu Heile Mariam, chairman of the Provisional Military 
Administrative Council and of Commission for Organizing the Party of the Workers 

of Ethiopia and commander in chief of the revolutionary army, said this in reply 

to questions put to him by journaliste of the Democratic Republic of the Sudan who 
had accompanied hie excellenecy President Ja'far Muhammad Numayri, president of the 
Democratic Republic of the Sudan and of the SSU and commander in chief of the 
country's armed forces, on hie visit, Comrade Chairman Mengietu noted in his state- 
ment on the etrengthening of relations among the three neighboring countries that 
the application of tripartite relations at ministerial level was in response to the 
strong desire of the countries concerned. He expressed the hope that this desire 
on the part of their people would soon be realized. 


Replying to @ question on the prospect of improving relations between socialist 
Ethiopia and Somalia, Comrade Chairman Mengistu said that there is no doubt that 
the peopies of Ethiopia and Somalia wished to live peacefully together, in a 
friendly manner. However, members of the Somali ruling clase did not have this 
kind of goodwill. 


The comrade chairman added that prior to the occurrence of misunderstandings between 
the two countries, many alternative methods and steps had been taken by Ethiopia 

in ite genuine search for peace. But Somalia's anewer, he said, had been aggression 
and war. 


ie went on to say that as — result of the erroneous line pursued by the Somali 
ruling class, the peoples of the two countries had been dragged into a fire they 
did not want. Although damage was suffered by both, it was greater for the Somali 
people, he said. 


Comrade Chairman Mengistu said that socialist Ethiopia had shown its wish to co-exist 
peacefully with Somalia by taking the necessary steps, without plans to avenge the 
wrongful eteps the Somali ruling class had taken in their bid to implement their 
illegal expansionist aims, in violation of international agreements they had entered 
into. 


The communist leader said that members of the Somali ruling class are even now 
committing acts which had catastrophic consequences for the peoples of the two 
countries. 


He explained that they are not only worsening relations between the two countries, 
but also creating a dangerous situation for world peace by selling Somalia's terri- 
tory to American imperialism. 


He confirmed that Ethiopia would be ready for peace whenever Somalia created legiti- 
mate and favorable conditions for it. 
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Six Somali ‘Bandits’ Surrender 


LD292036 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 1030 GMT 29 Nov 80 


[Text] Six fully-armed Somalis, who had been among the bandits taking military 
training under the Somali ruling clique with the intention of disturbing the peace 
and realizing ite expansionist aims in revolutionary Ethiopia, have surrendered 
thie week to the Diredaw, Isa and Gurgura provincial administrative headquarters 
after escaping from their training camp. 


The individuals affirmed that they had surrendered after realizing that the aime 
of the Somali reactionary ruling clique were futile and detrimental to the oppressed 
Somali masses. 


Receiving these individuals, who surrendered peacefully, Comrade Abera Kebede, 
administrator of Diredaw, lea and Gurgura Province, pointed out that the major aim 
of the revolutionary government was to administer the masses in 4 just, egalitarian, 
peaceful and democratic manner and accordingly to receive and welcome all those who 
want to live in peace and give support to them. 


For his part, Dejazmatch (Ugal) Hasan Hirsi, chief representative of the lea 
nationality, said that these and other individuals who had previously surrendered 


to the Ethiopian revolutionary government, were at present making a living leading 
stable lives without fear. 
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ETHIOPIA 


ELF LEADER REJECTS INTERNATIONAL REFERENDUM ON ERITREA 
LD3O1334 Kuwait KUNA in English 1058 GMT 30 Nov 80 


[Text] Kuwait, 30 Nov (KUNA)<-A revolutionary organization fighting for the inde- 
pendence of Eritrea Sunday rejected a proposal announced by a rival faction to 
settle the Eritrean problem through an internationally sponsored referendum. 


The leader of the Eritrean Liberation Front, Ahmad Nasser, in a statement to Kuwait 
News Agency said that his organization was not consulted about the proposals. These 
contain a seven=-po!nt plan announced by the People's Front for the Liberation of 
Eritrea in Khartoum a week ago. 


He explained that tne liberation front is not against a peaceful solution for the 
20-year long Eritrean crisis. But it asks for negotiations with the Ethiopian 
regime without pre-conditions and not through a referendum. 


Nasser accusea the people's front of launching a major offensive against the libera- 
tion tront's forces in cooperation with another faction fighting against Ethiopia, 
the People's Front for the Liberation of Tigre. 


The people's front forms together with the liberation front the two strongest 
revolutionary groups struggling for the independence of the strategic region of 
Eritrea on the Red Sea. 


The people's front had called on its proposals for holding a referendum in the 
region under the auspices of an accepted international committee granting the 
Eritreans the right to choose between full independence from Ethiopia, uniting 
with it or autonomy rule. 


The proposals also included an item calling for a cease-fire before the referendum 
under the supervision of a committee formed by eitner the United Nations, the 
Organization of African Unity, the Arab League or the non-aligned movement. 


Nasser told KUNA that these proposals completely destroy the Eritrean revolution's 
representation of the Eritrean people. 


He said “we refuse to have any referendum under any supervision except that of the 
Eritrean revolution." 


He added “we are not against negotiating with the Ethiopian regime with a unified 
delegation representing the Eritrean revolution with no preconditions from either 
party. Representatives from the U.N., the Arab League and the Organization of 
African Unity could attend as observers," he said. 


CSO: 4420 
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ETHIOPIA 


ERITREAN WORKERS HOLD SECOND NATIONAL CONGRESS 
Casablanca L'AVANT-GARDE in French 20 Sep 80 p 10 


[Text] The General Union of Workers of Eritrea held its Second National Congress 
on the liberated territories of their country 18 to 22 August. 


The imperatives of the people's fight against colonialism dominated the congress. 
This was reflected in the final resolution which stressed "the necessity to con- 
tinue the liberating battle and to sabotage all the plots aimed at continuing 
Ethiopian domination." 


The congress recalled the fact that “The General Union of Workers of Eritrea 
has since its creation worked unremittingly towards national unity which is still 
the essential condition for winning the just and legitimate battle of the Eritrean 


peoples." 


This congress, which was held on the eve of the 19th anniversary of the beginning 
of the armed struggle against the colonizer, adopted other resolutions supporting 
the peoples' fighting for liberty and social progress. Among others, it paid trib- 
ute to the action of the working class of Morocco and its organization, the UMT 
(Moroccan Labor Federation), in favor of the struggle of the Eritrean people. 


After the working sessions, the congress conducted an election of a central coun- 
cil of 25 members, 9 of which form the executive bureau. 


The executive bureau is composed of the following members: 


Secretary General: Ibrahim Mohamed Kamad 

Secretary of International Relations: Ahmed Cheikh Ismail 
{Title missing]: Idriss Osman Hachkab 

Secretary of Education and Information: Abderrahim Abou Bakr 
Secretary of the Treasury: Dhahai Kalaat 

Secretary of Social Affairs: Yassine Ali Jami 
Administrative Secretary: Kabroum Mahri 

Secretary: Takhali Kalaat 

Secretary: Ali Moussa 
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BRIEFS 


SOVIET DOCTORS RELEASED--Khartoum, 21 Nov (SUNA)=--Sudan's good offices for the 
release of two Soviet doctors held by guerrillas in northern Ethiopia came to a 
success. Nikolia Gergori (41) and wife Lidia Georgovia Igodry were abducted from 
an Ethiopian Government hospital in the town of Axum last July by the Tigre People's 
Liberation Front (TPLF). The two doctors left Khartoum early today on board of a 
Sudanese military plane for Addis Ababa where they will be handed over to the 
Ethiopian Government in presence of Sudanese President Numayri, now visiting 
Ethiopia. President Numayri had made a personal attempt for the release of the 
Soviet doctors. [Text] [LD211138 Khartoum SUNA in English 1015 GMT 21 Nov 80) 


GDR ECONOMIC COMMISSION MEETING--The fourth meeting of the Ethiopia-GDR Joint 
Economic Commission, which was held in Berlin beginning on 27 November 1980, has 
produced satisfactory results to strengthen and further consolidate cooperation 
between the two countries in the economic and commercial fields. This was stated 
by Comrade Hadis Tedla, member of the standing committee of the Provisional Mili- 
tary Administrative Council, deputy chairman of the National Revolutionary Develop- 
ment Campaign and Central Planning Supreme Council and Commission for Organizing 
the Party of the Workers of Ethiopia executive committee member, upon his return 
here today after attending the Joint Commission Meeting, leading a high-level 
Ethiopian delegation. Comrade Hadis said that a protocol agreement was signed on 
the basis of the outcome of the fourth meeting of the Ethiopia-GDR Joint Commission, 
to expand and strengthen economic cooperation and trade relations. Comrade Hadis 
explained that the annual joint commission meeting between the two countries played 
an important role in enhancing cooperation and relations in the industrial, agri- 
cultural mining and other fields. [Text] [LD042101 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in English 1015 GMT 3 Dec 80) 





SOVLET NAVAL VISIT--Units of the Soviet Naval Forces arrived for an “official 
visit of friendship" from 10 to 15 September in the port of Massaova. [Text] 
{Paris AFRIQUE DEFENSE in French Oct 80 p 20) 9128 


AU: ETHIOPIA OWNS OGADEN--The OAU in Lagos has recognized the Ogaden--a region 
which tor several years has been the origin of the conflict which opposes the 
governments of Addis Ababa and Mogadishu--as an integral part of the Ethiopian 
Territory. The ministers reviewed the "fundamental principles" of the OUA 
Charter and in particular the resolution in which the member states agree to 
respect the frontiers as determined on the date of their independence. With 
respect to this resolution, they recognized the fact that the Ogaden is an 


a = of Ethiopia.” [Text] [Paris AFRIQUE DEFENSE in French Oct 80 
Pp 12 


NAVY DESERTERS--Three navy petty officers who deserted in Asmara went to the EPLF 
[Eritrean People's Liberation Front) where they asked for asylum. The men are: 


Shimelis Gizaw, Gadisa Agere and Tewodros Gebre Mikael Text 
DEFENSE in French Oct 80 p 20) 9128 [Text] [Paris AFRIQUE 
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BONGO CALLS FOR GREATER EFFICIENCY IN GOVERNMENT 
Libreville L'UNION in French 7 Nov 80 p 4 


[Text] At a recent Cabinet meeting, President Bongo told membere of the government 
of his “disappointment over the fact that he was too often requirea to solve all 
probleme, emall or large, urgent or unimportant, by himself." This sad observation 
caused the chief of state to send to the prime minister and all other members of the 
government a circular, whose reception they must acknowledge, reminding them of his 
disappointment and asking them to assume more responsibility. 


Aware that "such stewardship does not always follow," ihe chief of state neverthe- 
less deplores the fact that “the lack of mobilization and failure to accept respon- 
sibilities are increasing within the government." 


President Bongo sees three reasons for this lacl of "diligence, rigor and efficiency" 
and explains the “demobilization” as follows: 


"First of all, there is, we must admit, the indolence and more generally, the proba- 
ble lack of awareness on the part of some. Then there is a certain discouragement 
due to the fact that people may sometimes have the impression that objections raised 
or problems brought up two or three times give rise to no reaction, even though 
these things are deemed serious. Finally, there is a certain feeling of helpless- 
ness when, with respect to problems having financial consequences, it is feared that 
the Ministry of Finance, which may not have responded to previous requests, might 
not approve. 


"Ll believe that these last two justifications might cause some individuals to let 
situations get worse and to follow the ‘policy of the abyss,’ believing that when 
things are indeed worse, the chief of state will find or impose a solution, even if 
it implies the immediate release of large sums not included in the budget. 


"This is obviously a poor policy. It is not only the ‘policy of the abyss,’ but 
that of ‘forward flight.’ It overloads me and often does so abruptly. 


"In order to remedy this state of affairs, I have decided that interministerial 
meetings, even if very limited in scope, will be held more frequently, at the rate 
of two a month, so as to handle certain mattere within their competence or to pro- 
pose solutions. 











"These meetings will be presided over by the prime minister and will bring the min- 
iaters who handle money (Finance and Planning) together with other ministers in- 
volved, 


"The minister secretary general of the Office of President, the minister counselor 
to the president for economic and financial coordination, and the minister secretary 
general of the government must always be asked to attend these limited interminis- 
terial meetings. 


"The prime minister will forward reports on these meetings to me as rapidly as 
possible and the proposed solutions he will have found will enable me to see how 


certain problems develop and to envisage a final solution at my level in a more 
rational fashion." 


11,464 
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COMMENTS ON FUTURE OF U.S. ELECTORATE 
Libreville L'UNION in French 6 Nov 80 p 5 
[Article by Daniel Okale| 


[Excerpt] There is a tendency now to criticize Jimmy Carter for his election tac- 
tics. The President had in fact tried to “demolish” Ronald Reagan by striking out 
at him. He presented hia as a frigtening spectre, irresponsible, a dangerous 
cowboy too quick to draw and too tempted by the use of force. Many observers be- 
lieve that this method finally turned against Carter, pointing up his weaknesses 
when a large proportion of average Americans were looking for a saviour, a strong 
man. 


Could Jimmy Carter have done otherwise -- that is, wage a positive and concrete 
campaign, revealing his vision of America and describing a precise program? His 
apprenticeship completed and unbothered by any worry of reelection -- a president 
cannot be elected to more than two terms -- Jimmy Carter wanted to make certain 
major decisions and take on the fight with Congress to impose certain key ideas. 
Was it perhaps that he was too afraid to go against the current and thereby forge an 
inevitable defeat? This would explain why he did not choose to unveil such a pro- 
gram, choosing to wage a personal fight against his adversary, denying his ability 
or qualities for toverning. But we shall never know whether Jimmy Carter had a 
vision of America and whether history would have remembered him, after his second 
term, as a great president. 


In contrast, Ronald Reagan, without proposing any real detailed prograw either, did 
speak loudly and evoke grand memories. But in the corridor, his entov’.ge and 
advisers hastened to explain, mainly to the press, that Reagan is above all prag- 
matic, that words are one thing and action amother, that there was no reason to 
have such fear of an aging Republican coming to power. As proof, they pointed to 
his administration of California for 8 years, which was generally satisfactory but 
scarcely in keeping with his initial program. 


One therefore has to regret that the two candidates did not fight it out on real 
programs and that the long election campaign turned into a personal rivalrv, a 
matter of charm and charisma, with great use of television. Is politics becoming 

a great game of chance in which, in order to win, one dares not say what one thinks, 
do what one says, and in which one conceals one's real intensions. In order to win, 
has one but to flatter? 
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In the electorate a kind of wild dog that must first be petted and tamed before the 
collar is slipped on? One that the master may treat as he wishes once it is firmly 
in hand? And what is to be done with it later? 


Will it be trained to be a guard dog, but a well-fed, sociable doggie-woggie that 
gets on well with children and the neighbors? Or is it to be turned into a fearful 
cur whose master can scarcely keep it in check and which is not content to bark, but 


rather, likes to sharpen its teeth on anything that moves? 


11,464 
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BRIEFS 


PRG BANK'S TRANS-GABONESE LOAN--0n Friday, 31 October, a loan agreement was signed 
at the Ministry of Economy and Finance by the Gabonese Government and the West 
German Development Bank (KFW). The Gabonese Government was represented at the 
ceremony by Jean-Pierre Lemboumba, acting minister of economy and finance, accom- 
panied by Albert Keba, general director of the Autonomous Amortization Fund. The 
West German bank was represented by its proxy, Werner Sahulte. The German loan, 
for a total amount of 1.6 billion CFA francs, is for 5 years. It will enable the 
Gabonese Government to finance the work on the Transgabonese Railroad, or more 
specifically, the sections completed by the two German companies, HP Gauff GMBH 
[expansion unknown] and GERI Consult GMBH, to wit: Svoue-Mbongo Badouma and the 
Liyami variant. It was to finance these projects that Gabon requested financial 
aid from the KFW. [Text] [Libreville L'UNION in French 3 Nov 80 p 1) 11,464 
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MALI 


COOPERATION WITH USSR NOTED IN COOPERATIVES FIELD 
Bamako L'ESSOR in French 24 Oct 80 p 6 


[Text] The international cooperative movement, grouping hundreds of millions of 

men and women, is now an influential social and economic force. It makes an impor- 
tant contribution to the fight for peace, the democratization of international rela- 
tions and their liberation from inequality and political and economic dictates. 


The 27th Congress of the Cooperative Alliance (ACI), held in Moscow, reaffirmed the 
determination of cooperative members from all continents to participate actively in 
the solution of the basic problems of contemporary tiues, to increase the contribu- 
tion of cooperation to the establishment of a more just and solidary community of 
men and to fight to excend and strengthen relations between nations. 


Meeting with the APN correspondent, Zakaria Traore, general director of cooperation, 
made the following remarks: "The cooperative movement in our country is still 
young, but we attach great importance to its development. For us, cooperation is 

an effective means to improve the standard of living of the rural population of 
Mali, to liquidate the shameful heritage of the colonial past in economic, social 
and cultural life." 


Mali considers its participation in the work of the Moscow congress as an important 
boost to the country's cooperative movement, a perfect possibility to learn about 
achievements in this domain by countries belonging to the ACI. The African nations 
welcomed the decision of the Alliance to open regional ACI offices for the countries 
of West Africa, which will definitely help to spread the cooperative movement in the 
region and make it possible to make broad use of its development experience in 

other countries. 


Concerning Mali, Traore emphasized that we have already achieved some success in 

this field thanks to the close and fruitful contacts established between our leaders 
and Centrosoyouz, the Organization of Soviet Cooperatives which has been a member 

of the ACI since 1921. It should be noted that cooperation with Centrosoyouz is 
planned. Since 1978, it has developed on the basis of protocols on joint activities, 
including exchanges of delegations and the participation of Malian cooperative mem- 
bers in regional seminars organized in the USSR within the framework of the ACI 
program of aid to developing countries. 


National leaders of cooperatives in the Republic of Mali and Centrosoyouz officials 
will soon sign an agreement on cooperation between cooperatives in the two countries. 





Centroseyout te helping Mali train cadrea for ite national cooperatives. Dosens 
of Malian citizens are now enrolled in Centrosoyous educational establishments, 


Many Maliane have completed l0-month training programa at cooperative study centers 
in the USSR, 


"Cooperation between Malian and Soviet cooperative members is going smoothly," 
Traore emphasized, “and has promising prospects. In this connection, it is signi- 
ficant that the chairman of Centrosoyous, A. Smirnov, in speaking before the 27th 
ACL Congress on development and cooperation of socialist nations by the year 2000, 
said that the cooperative organizations in socialiat countries were optimistic 
about the possibilities of developing cooperation with cooperative organizations in 
developing countries." 


11,464 
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COMMENTARY ON UPCOMING NAMIBIAN CONFERENCE LN MAPUTO 


Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in Englien ¢ Dec 80 p 4 


[Column by Bill Hulme: 


[Text | 


FOR THE Great Pow. 
wow on Namibia, the date 
is set, Wednesday the 7th of 


January 198). 

But that, unfortunately, is 
about the sum total of what is 
certain about it at Us stage 


reportedly 
Bloc spres!) 
The South Afncans surely 


Lp to a few days before the 
“conference” starts there is 
bound to be a jot of doubu 
even about such basic Unungs 
as the venue. and the parties 
attending. and. you se guessed 
i. about whether the 
“conference” will come off at 
ail 


"Firing Line..."} 


NAME’ 
There isn't agreement on a 
name for ihe “conference”, for 


i 
Hie 


2 
5 
4 
ef 
8% 


jong ume!) 
WHAT HAVE YOL? 
So youve got a meetng. 
conference. talks. whatever. 
without an agreed venue. or 
name. of agenda. and the 
greatest possible doubt abou! 
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NAMIBIA 


who willl actually be 
recognized as ! 

Orly Swapo and South 
Ainca’ 

Or Sw South Afnca 
and the DTA. the governing 
party in the Turnhaile’ 

Or Swapo, South Afnca, the 


on paper only. 
WHO'S SAYING WHAT” 


Now, Swapo's saying it is 
only talking to South Afnca' 


3 
F 
es 
if 
é 


it 
af: 
H 
fi 


riziié 
iat 
ct: 
Ht 93 


ARE THEY SERIOUS’ 
Weve got some sort of a 
“conterence.” without an 

















Tis Great Powwow on 
Namibia can be & Wola dis 
aver, OF i Can be 4 major 
propaganda coup lor sme 
one VUnloriunately, (har some 
one is at (ie ‘age likely to be 
Comrade Nujo, ia! 

WELL... 

For some odd reason, the 
DTA apparently agreed to go 
io Maputo as part of a South 
Alricam delegation, led by the 
AG, Mr Dane Hough 


WORLD MEDIA 

Now remember, he world 
Media wil be congregaung in 
Maputo, of wherever the 
“conference” is being held. . 
and all the dear Comrade 
needs to do is to pout us finger 
a Me Hough's = “South 
Afrcan” delegauon and shout 
“| told you so! There they are, 
(he Bunch of colomalist pup 
pets’ There you can see for 
yoursell who Wey are... and 
what they are” 

REFUSE 

After that al) he needs to do 
» refuse to tak to the DTA 
representauves and the 
“conference” i torpedoed 
(See. the South Afncans are 
imesting that the “represen 
atives Of the democratic par 
ves «should do the talking) 

That way, Comrade Nu 


‘oma 1S going home with ama 
jor propaganda coup m the 


and he ant guns to allow that 
10 happen. Why should he? |i 
will wmply take Swapo down a 
peg OF (WO IN Matus and ihere 
is, for him, very litle to be 
gained 

in other words, one doesn't 
really need tO Be a policed 
genius to predict thai if the 
dear Comrade does go —— 
Maputo knowing this, he 
sirategy will be to try his 
damndest to make the DTA 
ook a Supe and wep 4 
pet of the South African AG. 

With Uungs loaded agains 
the DTA the way i i, that 
wont prove wo even 
for Comrade Nujoma! 


BRILLIANT 

One never knows what peo 
ple have up their sleeves going 
to the great diplomauc pow: 
wows. 

But this terme its not all that 
difficult to see that it will take 
brant 


By the way. the last word on 
this we ve had from the South 
Afncan Government us from 


“Matus of the democratic par 
es 
its an Opportunity to cut 











USTw SECRETARY GENERAL DISCUSSES UNION'S ROLE 
Niamey LE SAHEL in French 7 Nov 80 p 2 
[Article signed K.Y.) 


(Text) Yesterday morning, the president of the 
Supreme Military Council, Head of the State, received 
in audience the board of the USTW (Trade Union of 
Nigerian Workers). The minister of Public Service 
and Labor, Mr Issoufou Mayaki, was present at the 
conversations which focused on the participation of 
USTW to international meetings, on labor problems 

in Niger, on the meetings which will be held in Niger 
by the OATUU [Organization of African Trade Union 
Unity), and on the measures which could improve the 
safety and working conditions of workers. 





“The new awareness of the unions must extend to all that has to do with 
the economy, for national development requires us to unite our efforts." 


This statement of the USTN's general secretary summarizes the objective 
of USTN in organizing a high-level national economic seminar. 


The national economic seminar, organized by USTW and the Afro-American 
Center for Labor is now in its fifth day. On Wednesday, the 23 participants 
heard an account of the farmers’ cooperative movement in Niger. This 

came at the right time because “the cooperative movement and the trade- 
union movement are brothers,” Mr Boureima Mainassara told us. “They are 

two associations which have become aware of their weakness." 


The dynamics of the new USTW (a union which still suffers from the lack of 
@ national basis) is to go beyond the industrial sector, i.e. the sector 
of salaried workers, to include the rural sectors of development, i.e. 

the cooperatives. Is it not the rural sectors which satisfy the food 
requirements of the people? 


Therefore, they must be organized, for we gust not forget that cooperatives 
are one of the pillars of our future development society. For its part, 
the USTN has already thought of these fields of activity to help farmers 
take better care of their interests. First of all, when it comes to setting 
agricultural prices. 








“When the union ite allowed inside the pr.ce-setting commission, it will be 
able to help the farmers’ action to obtain better prices,” the USTN 
secretary general said, 


In arranging for the presentation of this account of the farmers’ cooperative 
movement in Niger, the USTN's intention was to sensitize future union lead- 
ere to the future orientations of our country. The seminar participants 

will get additional information on these orientations tomorrow, when the 
national president gives an account of the installation of the development 
society. 


Yesterday afternoon, unton members heard a conference on the economic situa- 
tion if Niger. 


Therefore, this seminar will cause the participants to become aware of 
development probleme and to reflect on the future of the country. 


To thie end, the USTN, which has advocated “responsible participation,” 
must reorganice ite affiliated unions, “unions which ignore all of the 
probleme of their members.” Before the end of the year, the USTN will have 
reduced the number of ite affiliated unions from 22 to 15. This will be 
done by merging trade unions of the same nature or belonging to the same 
ministry (e.g. the agriculture, the Livestock farming, the water resources 
and forestry unions, the UNCC [Niger Credit and Cooperation Union]) which, 
at present, have one general secretary each. The USTN will, therefore, 
organize union federations which will have a greater influence on grass- 
roots union members. 


The USTN, which has just been elected assistant general secretary of the 
OUSA (Oi ganization of African Trade Union Unity) which is to be host to 
the OAU union council meeting during the second half of April, and which 
will hold ite national week from 24-30 November, is now getting reorganized 
to perform its functions to the fullest extent. 


9294 
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NIGERIA 


COOPERATION WITH FOREIGN OLL COMPANIES ESSENTIAL 
Paris LE MONDE DIPLOMATLQUE in French Nov 80 p 29 
[Article by Marie-Claire Debackere] 


[Text] Both che civilian and military governments that have held power in 
Nigeria since independence have always cherished the goal of "“Africanization" 
of the petroleum industry, that is the gradual transfer of all oil operations to 
the state. In the implementation of this policy, the authorities have generally 
shown themselves to be pragmatic. Also, despite its increasingly marked nation- 
alistic bent, Nigeria continues to call on the serviccs of the international oil 
companies, at least in some fields. Their activities are apparently indispensa- 
ble, given the size of the investments at stake, the experience and technical 
resources at their disposal and the random character of the discovery and com- 
mercialization of oi). 


Confronted with the dilemma of many developing countries--attracting oil compan- 
ies and interesting them in ofl exploration and development, while continuing a 
long-term policy aimed at the establishment of a national oil industry and even 
at taking charge of all the ofl installations--the government alternates between 
periods of imposing more strict conditions on exploitation, and periods of flexi- 
bility and encouraging the pursuit. In reality, Nigeria has two major trumps: 
on the one hand, the quality of its ofl, light and with low sulfur content, out 
of which comes a crude that is much sought after on the western market; on the 
other hand, a better geographical position than the Middle East countries (prox- 
imity to primary consumers and security of maritime routes). So it has been able 
to profit handsomely from recent fortuitous developments in the oil situation. 


Even before it joined OPEC in 1971, the state had acquired a 35-percent share in 
all of the concessions of SAFRAP, a subsidiary of the Elf group, then a 33,3- 
percent share in those of the AGIP-Phillips group. The same year, anticipating 
other members of OPEC in this respect, Nigeria created its own company, the 
Nigerian Nationa) O11 Corporation (NNOC), which in 1977 following its placement 
with the federal ministry of ofl resources, the Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC), a state company intended to participate as a majority partner 
in all sectors of oil activity. 


The following vear, in 1972, the government announced that it would no longer 
grant new concessions to foreign oil companies, NNOC being the only entity vested 
with the power to hold mineral rights; however, the concessions granted before 
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that date remained valid, In 1973, it wae the Shell-®P group, the principal 
producer and entrepreneur of the first deposit discovered at Oloibiri in 1956, 
that was to cede a J5-percent share to NNOC, soon to be followed by Mobil and 
Gulf, In 1974, this share was increased to 55 percent, despite the previous 
accords, On | July 1979, the government decided that NNPC would henceforth hold 
60 percent of the capital of all the producing companies, namely, in order of 
[descending] importance: Shell-BP, Gulf, Mobil, Agip-Phillips, Elf and Texaco- 
Chevron, In Auguet of the same year, the nationalization of the assets of BP in 
retaliation for ite deliveries of oil to South Africa brought to 80 percent 
NNPC's share in the capital of the local Shell-BP company. 


Profits Judged Inadequate 


Parallel to the taking over control of the majority of production, the Nigerian 
authorities implemented with no delays the successive price increase decided by 
OPEC, following the lead in this respect of the hard-line countries, and in par- 
ticular those of the Mediterranean area. Very constraining fiscal measures were 
also implemented: a rent tax of 20 percent and an 85-percent tax on the gross 
profits of the compantes, Nigerian crude thus became one of the most costly and 
the margin of profit of the companies was reduced to 50 cents per barrel, a level 
comparable to that in the Middle East, where the conditions of exploitation are 
much easier, But the results were not what had been expected: in 1976, explora- 
tion was down considerably, and production declined in 1978, entailing a dis- 
turbing decrease in oil revenues. Fiscal measures were taken in 1977 in order to 
encourage the oil companies operating in Nigeria: improvement of amortization 
terms, handling of exploration costs through imposts, the growth of the profit 
margin. The effects made themselves felt rapidly: seismic work resumed, and 

114 wells were drilled in 1979. 


Subsequently, the government announced that "new type" contracts would be accorded 
for the development of the NNPC reserve territory to "companies of good repute." 
To date, only three companies have signed contracts: Agip and Elf, both state 
companies, and one independent, the American company Nigus Petroleum. Though 

the zones offered may be attractive, the terms proposed, service contracts and 

a share of production, leave only a small volume at the disposal of the exploit- 
ing companies, and the risks incurred seemed to them disproportionate. NNPC 
recognizes that these new conditions have attracted fewer takers than expected, 
and that a larger share of the benefits, in the form of oil, must be granted 

in order to attract the companies. 


One might however ask today whether this policy of openness will really be pur- 
sued. The accusation brought against the three main production companies--Shell, 
Gulf and Mobil--in the recent oil scandal--"Oilgate," as it is dubbed by the press 
across the Channel--could jeopardize relations between the companies and the 
state. The affair started with the “disappearance” of $5 billion in the accounts 
of NNPC over the period 1975-1978. The commission of inquiry told to look into 
this “seandal,” while reproaching the Nigerian company for its lack of organiza- 
tion in the way it keeps its books, also accuses the 3 companies of having 
despoiled che state by keeping 183 million barrels which should have gone to the 
national company and which at present prices represent about $6.5 billion. The 
companies protest their good faith and give to understand that NNPC failed to 
sell the oil it was getting (55 percent at the time, compared to 45 percent for 
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its partners), because its price was excessive in comparison with competing 
crudes, Negotiations are presently in progress between the government and the 
companies, but the latter are still quite cautious about [predicting) their 
outcome, 


In the refining sector, since the nationalization of BP's aaseta, NNPC controls 
both the refineries presently in operation, with the exception of a 20-percent 
share etill held by Shell in the Port-Harcourt refinery. Construction of a third 
refinery at Kaduna by a consortium of Japanese companies will enable the NNPC, 
when it becomes fully operational, to begin processing domestically all the crude 
it needs for the internal market, and also to free up a surplus of products for 
export. ‘onetruction of a fourth refinery is even envisaged in the fourth 
development plan, 


Continuing its policy of direct exploitation of all sectors of the oil industry, 
the state has not neglected the sector of distribution. Beyond the shares it 
holds in the subsidiaries of the foreign companies--Mobil, Agip, Elf and Texaco-- 
the state company itself distributes products through Unipetrol, bought from Exxon 
in 1976, and holds a share in African Petroleum (ex-BP). 


Beyond Extraction Activities 


Plans to exploit another great Nigerian resource, natural gas, are also progres- 
sing. Starting on | January 1984, the flaring of associated gas--as it has been 
done since production started--will be prohibited. A gas supply agreement has 
been signed between the Bonny L.N.G. company (NNPC 60 percent, Shell 10 percent, 
Phillips 7.5 percent, Agip 7.5 percent, Elf 5 percent) and a European consort ium 
that includes Gaz de France, SNAM (Italy), Distrigaz (Belgium), Gasunie 
(Netherlands), Enagas (Spain) and 3 German companies (Thyssen Gas. Ruhrgas and 
Brigitta). Implementation of this contract will require the construction of 1 
factory with 6 liquefaction lines; 16 methaniers [translation unknown] each 
130,000 cubic meters large will effectuate the transport. 


A petrochemical protect basically intended to supply local industry is also .n 
the design stage. it will enable the state to control the oil chain all the way 
from extraction to the most diversified and profitable uses. 


it is obvious, on the other hand, that Nigeria will benefit from the present 
situation to make the most of the assets it has. The largest producer of oil 
on the continent, the country also has significant reserves of natural gas 
(2,000 billion cubic meters) which make it potentially a major supplier to 
Europe and the United States. 


In the short term its especially good geographic position, in light of the Iraq- 
Iran conflict, should enable it to increase its revenues, which are already 
estimated at $25 billion for 1980. Revenues which are indispensable to the 
economic growth of this country of more than 80 million people the development 
of which can only be assured through oil. 
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VERGES ADDRESSES INTERNATLONAL SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE IN BERLIN 
Saint Denis TEMOIGNAGES in French 28 Oct 80, 29 Oct 80, pp 8, 9 


{28 Oct 80 pp 8, 9) (Text) Party's International Position Analyzed 


The International Scientific Conference, organized by the 
SED [Socialist Unity Party of Germany] of the GDR ended 

in Berlin on Friday. The topic of the meeting was “The 
Common Struggle of the Worker Movement and the National 
Liberation Movement against imperialism and for social 
progress.” In the name of the SED Poiitical Bureau, 

Herman Axen during the closing session on Friday presented 
the overall review of the activities that took place during 
5 days of discussion. In the afternoon, Erich Honecker, 

SED Secretary-General, gave a reception ‘or the particpants. 
We recall that Reunion was represented at this conference 
by our comrade Paul Verges and by Marcel Soubou, president 
of the UGTRF [General Union of Reunionese Workers in France], 
mandated by the FRAPAR [Anticolonialist Front for the Self- 
Determination of Reunion]. 


The Berlin Conference is original for several reasons. It is characterized 
by its broad range and by the diversity of the revolutionary forces from 
the five continents who were represented there. 


116 Delegations Present 


There were 116 delegations present. The three components of the revolu- 
tionary movements (the socialist countries, the progressive movements in 
the capitalist countries, and the liberation movements) were widely repre- 
sented. FRELIMO [Mozambique Liberation Front], MPLA [Popular Movement 

for the Liberation of Angola], the PLO, and POLISARIO [Pcpular Front for 
the Liberation of Saguia el Hamra and Rio de Oro], considered among the 
most representative and the most powerful liberation movements, attended 
the work of the conference. 


Following the opening session on Monday, the participants were subdivided 
into three committees. The first one took up “The Struggle for Peace and 
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Socialism” and "The Struggle for National Independence"; the second one 
addressed itself to the "Struggle for a New International Order"; and the 
last one took up the topic of “Experiences and Problema in the Fight for 
National and Social Emancipation.” All in all, there were 196 speakers, 
This means that everybody had a chance to speak in his own name, 


The conference which did not come up with a final document, nor with a 
definition of a line committing the various parties--which is something 
new-=thus was an opportunity for a broad and free exchange of views. The 
transactions were conducted in a spirit of wide-open approach, as well as 
equal rights for every participant, They enabled certain people to intro- 
duce different interpretations which were recognized as such. 


During the opening session on Monday, Erich Honecker spelled out the 
meaning and objectives of the conference, The meeting, he said, offered 

4 possibllity for an exchange of views in a great spirit of comradeship 

on a large number of issues concerning our respective struggles. Following 
the collapse of the colonial system, he added, “worldwide developments are 
increasingly determined by the forces that want to change the world in the 
direction of progress and wellbeing of humanity." 


Convergence of Interests 


During the opening session, Boris Ponomarev presented the viewpoint of the 
CPSU on the development of the relationship of the international forces 
through specific examples backed up by statistics; he showed that it is 
the socialist countries and not the multinational corporations which 
enable the underdeveloped countries to equip themselves in various key 
sectors, Following him, Maxime Gremetz, speaking in the name of the PCF 
[French Communist Party], emphasized that the presence of a large number 
of representatives of parties and movements from the various corners of 
the globe was a “sign of the profound agreement of interests and actions 
of the revolutionary forces." The French representative more specifically 
reviewed his party's thinking regarding the fundamental demand for the 
construction of a new worldwide political and economic order. 


Sergio Vieyra, of FRELIMO, presented the case of a country--Mozambique-- 
which, after having defeated Portuguese colonialism, is now facing the 
problem of building a socialist society. 


These three presentations to some extent were designed to serve as guide- 
lines for the work of the committees and to get the debates going. It 
would be difficult for us here completely to review the questions and 
problems taken up. We would simply like to note that subjects such as 
"How to Speed up Decolonization," “Concrete Solidarity for the Peoples of 
the Developing Countries and the Working Classes in the Capitalist 
Countries" were examined. 


45 














ee —¶¶.— —— c6 


Speaking in the second committee, Paul Verges delivered a very remarkable 
address. In hia closing remarks on Friday, Hermann Axen outlined the 
lessons which the SED was drawing fromthis meeting. We have a whole 
series of materials here--he said--which should help in the political 
and theoretical thinking of all of us. This is an effort which must 
necessarily be continued according to suitable methods. 


Hermann Axen indicated that the development of such a meeting is a source 
of mutual enrichment because it brings out the desire to take joint action, 
the need for exchange of information on the experiences of each and every 
one, their difficulties and their successes. Mutual understanding should 
thus promote joint action against imperialism, 


As far as the SED leader was concerned, the meeting showed that, inspite 
ot different conditions and methods of struggle, the fight against im- 
perialiam has gained experience, breadth, cohesion, and influence. Al- 
though no common line was drafted, the meeting showed that there was a 
desire and a capacity for together accomplishing the biggest tasks, 
primarily ways of fighting for disarmament and for a new economic order, 
in order to check the imperialist designs. 


Text of Speech by Paul Verges 

Comrade President, 

Dear Comrades, Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

The delegation from Reunion must first of all express its satisfaction 
over the fact that such a conference is being held and that it is parti- 


cipating side by side with almost 120 delegations who have come from all 
over the world. 





The fact that such a conference is indeed being held on "the common 
struggle of the worker movement and the national liberation movement 
against imperialism" is in line with a real need. For that, the SED 
Central Committee and the management of the new international magazine 
deserve our thanks. 


The format adopted--a vast exchange of opinion where everybody can ex- 
press himself without any plans to put out a final document--seems to us 
to be particularly suited for the purpose we pursue. 


But the very success of the conference confronts each delegation with an 
evident difficulty: Due to the extraordinary broad range of the problem 
on the agenda and the large number of participants, each delegation con- 
sequently and with good reason has a relatively short time for its remarks. 


This is why our delegation chose to speak out in the second of the three 
committees, the committee on "The Struggle Against Neocolonialism for a 
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Democratic Organization of International Economic Relations" and we ask 
you to excuse the perhaps simplifying character of our presentation, 


Dear Comrades, 


We would like above all to confirm that, while the situation on the Island 
of Reunion, which we represent here, is one of considerable complexity, 
Reunion is definitely the very type of a neo-colony and, in spite of 
enormous difficulties in one field or another, it is a microcosm of all 

of the fundamental contradictions of countries which we list among the 
Third World, 


This rather well characterizes the context of our struggle. 
Let me add only two points: 


The intluence of the Communist Party and the other organizations of the 
"Anticolonist Front for Self-Determination of Reunion" is considerable. 


The French Government several years ago established bases on Reunion where 
it is stationing almost 4,000 men from various strategic strike force 
units; there is talk of reinforcing these forces with other troops 
currently based on Dijibouti. This is a serious threat to the people's 
struggles on Reunion and to the anti-imperialist forces, whether they are 
in power or not, on the neighboring islands or on the African continent 
and there is no need to underscore their role in the current accelerated 
militarization of the Indian Ocean. 


Dear Comrades, 


When we place our struggle within the framework of the general struggle 
against neocolonialism, the current struggle and the struggle yet to 
come, we start with a certain number of facts which are essentially in 
our view. 


(1) The current crisis of the capitalist system will be long and will 
characterize the decade of the Eighties. 


The disorder in the monetary system established at Bretton Woods, the 
instability of the dollar, rising inflation, spreading unemployment, 
the redeployment of monopolist capital in search of maximum profits 
throughout the entire world, with industrial reorganization and the 
growing role of the multinational corporations, the ever higher cost 
of energy--all these represent the inability of the capitalist system 
to resolve its contradictions; but as far as the peoples of the 
capitalist countries are concerned, this is also expressed by in- 
creasingly difficult living conditions. 


47 














The socialist countries must face the consequences of this crisis in one 
or another field of their activities, 


This crisis is of an economic, financial, social, political, and cultural 
character; it will be a long crisis and it will shake the very structures 
of imperitalis. exploitation, 


(2) The arms race is being speeded up and the danger of war keeps growing. 


Imperialism is dreaming of escaping from its contradictions and regaining 
lost ground through a policy of tension in all parte of the world. This 
is a policy that is dangerous to peace in Europe, in the Middle East, in 
Asia, as well as in Africa, Latin America, and in the Caribbean. 


(3) The crisis of the capitalist system has its most disastrous conse- 
quences in the countries of Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 


The countries of these three continents were parts of the great colonial 
empires established between the 17th and 20th centuries by the big 
countries in Western Europe and Japan. The crumbling of the Japanese, 
British, French, Dutch, Belgian, Portuguese, and Spanish colonial em- 
pires in Asia and Africa, together with the victory of the revolution 

in China in 1949 and the rebellion in Cuba in 1959, brought about the 
greatest historical change of this century, following the October 
Socialist Revolution and the birth of the international socialist system, 


But political independence did not all at once wipe out the heritage of 
many decades and sometimes centuries of colonial exploitation. 


Within arbitrarily drawn boundaries, social structures were made to 
disintegrate, cultures were denied and downgraded, self-sufficiency 

in terms of food was compromised, and all economies were turned out- 
ward to the exclusive profit and satisfaction of the needs of the 
colonizing home countries. We must never forget that those countries 
achieved their accumulation--as the foundation of their industrial 
development today--due to the overexploitation of their proletariat 

on the one hand, and the pillage of the colonial peoples and countries, 
on the other hand. 


I would like to concentrate my presentation on Africa but the profound 
trend, which emerges from this analysis, in our view. also applies to 
Asia as well as Latin America and the Caribbean. 


I would likewise like to introduce some perhaps numerous statistics and 
I would like to ask your pardon for this but I want to emphasize that 
all of them are official figures. 


The question facing us is this: How could countries and entire conti- 
nents, under the conditions of the last two decades of the 20th century, 
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overcome the obstacles on the way to their economic and cultural develop- 
menr’ The situation they find themselves in is historically without 
precedent, 


Centuries of colonial exploitation caused the economies of the colonized 
countries to become part of an international capitalist division of labor. 
Those countries had to supply one or more basic products on the world 
market dominated today by the powerful multinational corporations. 
Although independent, the countries of Africa and the other two con- 
tinents are subjected to the prices imposed on the world market or on 
markets organized by the industrialized capitalist countries, 


Inequality of Terms of Trade 


Sugar accounts for 90 percent of the export earnings of the Island of 
Mauritius; copper accounts for 84 percent of the export earnings of 
Zambia; peanuts and peanut oil account for 85 percent of the export 
earnings of Cambia; and I co ld go on giving you examples like these, 


In hall of the developing countries which do not produce petroleum, more 
than 50 percent of the export earnings come from one or two agricultural 
or mineral products. 


Now, these prices are unstable and they are determined by commercial 
and tinancial circuits dominated by the multinational corporations, 

The exporting countries presently get less than 25 percent of the final 
consumer price. 





The developing countries are therefore forced to step up their exports in 
order to get foreign exchange and by the same token they become increasingly 
integrated into the capitalist world market, At the same time, inflation 

in the developed capitalist countries weighs increasingly heavily on the 
price of imported equipment and manufactured products. 


The result of this incquality in the terms of trade is the measure of the 
degree of colonial exploitation maintained over the nondeveloped countries. 
The socialist president of Senegal, Senghor, declared that this kind of 
crade was even worse--because of its consequences for Africa--than the 
first kind of trade--the slave trade. 


Indebtedness 


To cope with the consequences of this system, the undeveloped countries 
are going into debt with the governments and banks of the developed capi- 
talist countries and, in the end, it is the World Bank and the IMF who 
dictate terms to them. 


This cumulative indebtedness of the undeveloped countries keeps growing: 
$87 billion in 1971, 180 in 1975, 334 in 1978, and 391 in 1979; the figure 
will be far beyond $400 in 1980. 
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I would like to compare thie figure to the §400 billion in armament ex- 
penditures for the year 1979 alone to underscore the obvious relationship 
between the struggle for disarmament and the struggle of the countries of 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America for their development, Here is another 
compariaca: Public aid from the '7 most highly developed capitalist 
countries, grouped within the OECD, to all of the undeveloped countries 
in 1972 came to $22.3 billion or less than 6 percent of their foreign 
debt. 


Finally, let me make one specific point on this subject: In the beginning 
of the Seventies, the credits of the private sector represented one- 
quarter of the debts of the undeveloped countries; today they represent 
one=half, 


This is the characteristic feature of the way in which direct domination 
by international banking capital over those countries is being strengthened, 


if we look at the statistics on the balance of trade and the balance of 
payments of the undeveloped countries which do not produce petroleum, 
that is to say, the vast majority, if we examine the decline in their 
food output, and if we then look at their per-capita domestic gross 
product, we can see that, with a few exceptions, all of these countries 
are experiencing growing dependence. 


Permanent and Generaliz 1! Famine 


Compared to the capitalist countries of the West, they are in fact on 
the road of relative underdevelopment. 


The social consequences of this excessive exploitation are staggering 
because population growth gives them a new dimension. That brings up 
the problem of hunger, of health, of education, of urban development in 
the countries of Africa, Asia, and Latin America. This brings us to the 
problem of the life and survival of hundreds of millions of people whose 
lives are indeed at stake. 


While the OECD announces a figure of $7 million unemployed in the nine 
countries of the Common Market and 23 millions in the 17 countries of 
the OECD--which reveals the seriousness of the crisis--Africa, with much 
less population than those 17 countries, starting in 1973, according to 
the ILO, had a total of 10 million unemployed and 53 million seriously 
underemployed. 


Over a period of 10 years, from 1962 until 1972, food imports in West 
Africa went up 35 percent while per-capita output declined by at least 
4 percent. The situation has gotten worse since then. 


The statistics for the entire continent are just as alarming. Although 
it had been exporting cereals half a century ago, although it was 
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self-suffleient in 1950, Africa today suffers from a growing shortage: 
10 million tons in 1975, 12 million tons in 1978, and 45 millions over a 


period of 10 years, 


Considering the shortages in Asia and Latin America, these quantities 
could not be obtained on the international level and that causes per- 


manent and general famine, 


Public opinion in the West is shaped by the big information media which 
are dominated by the reactionary powers; public opinion is not familiar 
with the famine in the countries of Asia or Africa, except now and then, 
But it is unaware of the fact that undernourishment and malnutrition each 
year kill more than 50 million persons in the underdeveloped countries, 
That is as much, each year, as the total losses during World War II in 
Europe. That represents one Hiroshima every two days. 





[29 Oct 80 pp 8, 9] 


|Text) in yesterday's edition, the Tuesday edition, we pub- 
lished the beginning of the important speech by our comrade 
Paul Verges at the International Scientific Conference in 
Berlin. Untortunately, numerous mistakes (phrases cut off, 
typing errors, etc) marred it because of the late hour at 
which this speech reached us. We are sking our readers to 
excuse us. Below we present the continuation and end of 
this address. Talking about permanent and general famine, 
Paul Verges recalled that more than 50 million persons die 
each year of malnutrition and undernourishment in the under- 
developed world. As many, each year, as all of the casual- 
ties during World War Il in Europe. This represents one 
Hiroshima every 2 days. 


The Situation Will Get Worse 


This situation is going to get worse rapidly because population growth, 
is we said betore, Lends a new and historically unprecedented dimension 
to all of these problems. 


Atrica has about 340 million inhabitants as of 1980. Within 20 years, 
it will have 600 million inhabitants. 


In 1940, the world's population was 2.3 billion, including 36 percent 
in the developed countries and 64 percent in the undeveloped countries. 


loday, 40 years later, the world has something like 4.4 billion inhabi- 
tants, including 27 percent in the developed countries and 73 percent 
in the developing countries. 
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In other words, an additional 2 billion inhabitants in just 40 yeare-- 
almost as much as tor the preceding hundreds of thousands of years, 


Two Billion Inhabitants More in 20 Years 

UN estimates for the year 2000 raise the current figures to 6.5 billion 
inhabitants, including 22 percent for the developed countries and 78 
percent for the developing countries. 

In other words, 2 billion inhabitants more in just 20 years, 

And that means Comorrow, 

At that rate, the world of the po.r, the world of the undeveloped 


countries, will represent 80 percent of humanity by the end of the 
century and 90 percent by the end of the next century. 





This population growth problem seema to ua to be underestimated in 
terms of the consequences which it implies in the analyses of the 
Communist Movement; nevertheless, some statistics among wundreds of 
others are quite eloquent! 


China grew from 650 million to 970 miilion inhabitants between 1949 and 
1979, in other words, 300 millions more in 30 years. 


India grew by 13 million inhabitants per year and will reach a figure 
of 900 million inhabitants within 20 years. 


This phenomenon is general in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. 


Tanzania, which presently hae 18 @illion inhabitants, will have 36 millions 
within 20 years and 87 millions in another two generations. 


And what can we say about this rapid urban growth, without simultaneous 
industrialization, as in Europe about one or two centuries ago’ 


Mexico [City]: 15 million inhabitans today, 30 aillions in 20 years. 
Cairo, Calcutta, Seoul, etc., between 15 and 20 millions in the year 2000. 
Abidjan grows by 200,000 inhabitants each year. 

Colonial Heritage 

Within 20 years, the majority of the big metropolitan areas will be 


located in the undeveloped countries and that will pose many almost 
insoluble problems. 
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Now, we know that population problems cannot be controlled in 10 years and 
that their consequences are making themselves felt over a spread of several 
Renerationa, 


These consequences are countless in all fields, 


| would Like to mention only the etatietica on the food shortages in the 
developing countries because those shortages reveal the dramatic character 
of the colonial heritage and the reaponsibility of the colonizing countries. 


The cereal shortage in 1970 came to 15 million tons. 


It ie 80 million tone today and it will be 94 million tons in 5 years, if 
international economic trends continue. It will be impossible to cope 
with thie food shortage, 


Also please keep in mind that the international wheat price rose from 
$6} per ton in 1970 to $154 in 1979, 


In 1976, the undeveloped countries--ex luding the petroleum-producing 
countrles--spent more than $10 billion for their food imports alone, and 
that was equivalent to 80 percent of internationalist aid for development 
during that same year. The situation has gotten worse since then. 


No Historical Precedent for Reference 
Dear Comrades, 


We think that humanity is in the midst of the greatest change in its 
history. This change is taking place before our very eyes. 


There is no historical reference precedent. We must, I believe, tackle 
this phase with the awareness of the immense dangers of catastrophe but 
also with confidence as to the outcome of the struggle. 


fhe reactionary powers in the West are increasingly afraid of this evolu- 
tion. They want to maintain the old order of things. 


They caused the failure of the sessions of the UNCTAD at Manila and of the 
UNIDO in New Delhi as well as the recent special session of the UN on 
deve lopment. 


Social democracy is assigning increasing importance to these problems and 
has taken numerous initiatives, 


The Lome II Convention, linking the nine countries of the European Common 
Market, including the old colonial home countries, on the one hand, and 
the 60 countries of Africa, the Caribbean, and the Pacific, the former 
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colonies, on the one hand, is an example of the way in which new rela- 
tions are being set up to arrange the old colonial order, 


hut at the same time we can detect the outline of the Logical framework 
of the alliance between the Worker Movement of the Burope of the Nine 
and the anti-imperialiat forces of the 60 ACP (African, Caribbean, and 
Pacific Countries), 


Dear Comrades, 
We must be more on the offensive, 


In a world as unstable and dangerous ae this one and in an evolution as 
accelerated as thie one, in the face of the inability of the capitalist 
syatem to solve the problem of the Life and survival of hundreds of 
millions of people, it is up to us to make sure that thie change in 

the histery of humanity will take place under the influence of a world- 
wide and powerful soctalist system and that, by virtue of this fact, 
real independence tor the countries of Africa, Asia, and Latin America 
can be achieved only the socialist way. There is no other solution to 
the alternative facing us. 


But the struggle and success in that struggle *re possible only if the 
establishment of a new worldwide economic order is conceived as process 
of rupture and not a process of arrangement; this implies the realiza- 
tion that the worldwide economic order cannot be separated from a new 
social order on a worldwide scale but aleo and above all in each country. 


A new economic order, a new cultural order, a new moral order must be 
established. On this latter point we must be aggressive, concerning, 
for example, the struggle for human rights. The first right is the 
right to life and that right is denied the majority of humanity by 
imperialism. 


New Mental Order 


But this exaiting revolutionary perspective must not cause us to fail to 
see the countless and enormous problems to be solved. 


We must break away from the Lurocentrism of some and the narrow vision 
of others. We must ourselves set the example for this new order which 
we want and which implies also a new mental order. 

Dear Comrades, 

A new internationaliem must be born,with a degree never attained so far. 
it must create much closer ties in the struggle of the revolutionary 


forces of socialism and of the international workers movement and those 
of the national liberation movements. 
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A Freneh revolutlonary, during the Grand French Revolution of 1789 pro- 
claimed that happiness was a new idea in Burope and that this idea of 
liberty turned Burope upside down, then we think that today the idea of 
equality of all men and all peoples is a revolutionary idea which will 
sweep the majority of mankind along, 


Movement of ‘Sonal igned Countries--A Symbol 


in the etruggle to get out of the current barbariem of imperialism, which 
kille scores of millions of human beings each year, and to establish a 
system of real equality among men and peoples with socialiaem, the move- 
ment of the nonaligned countries, with differences of all kinds among its 
members, ie today the eymbol of that struggle of the undeveloped countries, 


The vast regions of Asia, Africa, and Latin America will experience con- 
siderable changes in the next 20 years, The objective conditions forcefully 
pose the need for strengthening the alliance of those peoples with the 
international worker movement, 


If we work together, we shall win together. If not, the failure will 
weigh heavily on the struggle of the others, very heavily. 


Will imperialiom, in the current stage of human history, succeed in 
replacing the old colontaliem with a new type of colonization on a world- 
wide seale or will it, on the contrary, see its plans frustrated by the 
common struggle of the worker movement and the national liberation move- 
ment? 


it has been said that the current history of mankind if the history of the 
transition from capitalism to socialism, We are experiencing this tran- 
sition. Let it be the fruit of our common struggle. 


Dear Comrades, 


This is our modest contribution to the discussion. We ask you with respect 
to examine it, to criticize it, or to enrich it. 


Malova tor Liberty 


"Maloya for Liberty” was introduced and applauded in Berlin. The delega- 
tions were put up in three different hotels. The delegation from Reunion 
was lodged in the “Hotel of the Party.” 


On Wednesday evening, a movie showing was organized in the latter hotel. 
It was commented on by Paul Verges himself. The film by Jacquelin Meppiel 
was a definite success. Paul Verges was warmly congratulated by numerous 
delegations. Others, who were unable to attend the showing for various 
reasons, were sorry that they were unable to be present. The FRELIMO 
delegation ordered a copy for showing in Mozambique. Finally. "Maloya for 
Liberty” will be shown at the Leipzig International Festival. 
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SOMAL LA 


BARRE ON BASES, REGIONAL TIES, ETHIOPLA 
LDOLLE4L Abu Dhabi AL=ITTLHAD in Arabic 24 Nov 80 p 7 


[Interview with Somali President Mohamed Siad Barre by Taha an-Ni'man in Abu 
Dhabi on 23 November | 


Excerpts) [Question] Mr President. [I find that the easiest subject with which 
to begin this interview is the issue of the military "facilities," which has been 
preoccupying the Arab and foreign press recently. In an interview with an Arabic 
paper, you said that “there is no American presence in Somalia" and that the 
Americans have asked you “if their ships and planes could possibly be supplied 
with fuel from your ports and airports whenever they needed it," but that you have 
“not given any bases." Will Your Excellency be kind enough to give us a detailed 
explanation of the difference between “bases” and "facilities" in the political 
and military sense? Does not Your Excellency believe that both serve the same 
purpose in the end--the purpose of getting forces and vehicles to the field of 
operations at the required time? 


[Answer] First, | would Like to emphasize first of all that every independent 
country has the right to establish relations and conclude agreements which it 
believes serve its aims and interests. This is one of the sovereign rights which 
must not be disputed. We deal with other states on this basis and we do not inter- 
fere, either by word or by deed, in what other states do in this connection. 


Second, the Somali republic is known in the international, Arab and African forums 
to be against the establishment of foreign bases on its territory. Somalia has 
often stressed this point, and we are emphasizing it again today. 


Third, for a long time now, Somalia has been subjected to regrettable propaganda 
campaigns aimed at distorting our position and our international and Arab relations. 
The talk that is going on in many places and in foreign and Arab newspapers is 
contrary to the truth. 


We have invited many press and information quarters, Arab and foreign, to come and 
see things for themselves on the spot, although we know that this is none of their 
business. However, we only wanted to give them a chance to see at close range 

the falsehood of the unjust campaign to which Somalia is being subjected. 


We say frankly as we said openly from the beginning that we have given the United 
States port "facilities" and that we are used to giving such facilities owing to 
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our special position with regard to international air and sea traffic, The United 

States is not the only country which finds such facilities in our country, We 

have given such tactlitles because we believe that national exigencies demand that 

we do so. Everybody should know, however, that by doing so we are not compromising 
our principles, viewpoint or sovereignty. 


And we are confident that those abroad who are saying that Somalia had turned its 
territories into bases for the Americans will one day discover the bare truth. 


We also know and we are fully aware that the Americans have an interest in our 
country, just as they have an interest in all or most Arab countries, because there 
is another big power, the Soviet Union, which has acutal and direct presence as 
well as “bases,” and not only fuel and water supply facilities, in other Arab and 
Atrican countries. 


| would like to emphasize also that under the concept of national sovereignty and 
should our security situation and national interests make it necessary--we hope 
that this will never happen--we will not be afraid to give even “military bases." 

| am saying this only to reply to those who are talking in such a way as to distort 
the real stand of Somalia and who are portraying our country as one that has been 
turned into an American colony. Those who have foreign military bases and forces 
on their own territories, which everybody can see, have no right to talk about 
others. A thief should not turn himself into a judge to judge others. This is 

a ridiculous situation, really. 


As tor the difference between “bases" and “facilities,” "facilities" expresses a 
friendly relationship which does not jeopardize independence or detract from 
sovereign rights. As for foreign “military bases" in the true sense of the word, 
this means giving or ceding part of its land and subjecting it to the sovereignty 
of another country. States which give bases to another country are practically 
and legally renouncing the land on which the base is established. 


[Question] How do you view the future of the people of Western Somalia, within 
the context of the present international and Arab circumstances, and the issue of 
the unity of the Somali regions? 


|Answer|] 1 would like to assert first of all that the Somali Democratic Republic 
has no ambitions of any kind in another country. However, there is an issue 
represented by the presence of a people, the people of Western Somalia, who are 
fighting to liberate their country just like any other people who have struggled 

to achieve independence. This is their legitimate right, they have been struggling 
for a long time and they will continue to struggle until they attain their legiti- 
mate rights. Their enemy, represented by Ethiopian colonialism, is trying to intimi- 
date them and working to perpetuate the wings of the empire. 


As for us we have supported the movement for the liberation of Western Somalia and 
we will continue to support it, just as we support any other liberation movement; 
except that the people of Western Somalia are closer to us. 


[Question] But Mr President, when I visited Somalia when the Ogaden war was at its 


peak, I felt that the issue was a national one as far as Somalia and the Somalis 
were concerned and not just one of support for a national liberation movement. 
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[Anewer) The fact is that there are two aspects to the matter: the origin of the 
inhabitants is one aspect, The people of Western Somalia are Somalis, originally. 
However, we do not decide their fate, They alone decide their future relationship 
with the Republic of Western Somalia [sentence as published]. If they opt for unity 
voluntarily, they are welcome, for we are part of them and they are part of us. But 
if they choose to live independently, we will not intervene to force them into 
joining us. That is what we did in Djibouti, which chose to be independent and to 
continue its friendship with France, We neither objected nor interfered. We will 
not change our stand, 


[Question] Somalia is one of the few states which expressed reservations about the 
strong denunciation of As-Sadat's initiative and his visit to Jerusalem while it is 
under occupation, as well as of the Camp David accords. Two years after the 
Egyptian=-lsraeli treaty, what is your assessemnt of the results of Camp David, 
especially in relation to the Arab situation and Arab rights? 


[Anewer) If you want to learn the truth about the Somali stand, i will tell you. 

What prompted us to adopt a special stand on Camp David is the fact that we do not 
only look for interests. There are other considerations which fall within the 
priorities that determine the stands and crystallize the decisions. It is in this 
context that the question falls of the age-old relationship, that dates back thousands 
of years, between the Egyptian and Somali peoples. inat is what made us adopt our 
stand. It is a fact which we never forget. Furthermore we believe, as | have 

already told you, that every state has the right to conclude any agreement which it 
believes serves its interests and the interest of its people. 


As for the effect of the Camp David agreements and the reaction of some Arab states 
to it, | say that, as far as we Somalis are concerned, we do not join nor cooperate 
with those who jeopardize Arab unity. That is our line of action. To whoever 
wishes to learn about the Somali personality and Somali policy we say that we are 
for united Arab action and Arab solidarity and that we do not interfere in Arab 
disputes or support any one side in disputes among Arabs. When members of the same 
family quarrel, it is wrong to support one member against another. I believe that 
no one understands this aspect of Somalia's policy. 


[ again say that we are free, just as every country is free, to choose our relations 
and friendship. We have said openly and forcefully from the beginning that we 
support the Arabs’ right to liberate the occupied territories, and we have called 
for complete Israeli withdrawal from these territories, including Jerusalem. We 
also clearly and strongly support the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. 


[Question!] Do you believe that it was the situation that evolved in Ethiopia 
following the downfall of Emperor Haile Selassie and the new regime's inclination 
toward Moscow that prompted Somalia to mend its fences with the West, particularly 
the United States. If so, does this mean that ideological values no longer con- 
stitute a sound basis for the adoption of stands in international politics and 
that only tangible interests dictate the policies of states? 


[Answer] In the past we used to believe that ideologies dictated the policies of 
States. Regrettably, however, after going through the corridors of international 
politics and playing the game of relations among states, it became apparent to us 
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that states, particularly big states, do not recognize ideological values or prin- 
ciples. Their interests alone dictate their actions, 


Our problem with the Soviet Union is primarily one of conflicting interests; our 
problem with Ethiopia is one of colonialiem. I tell you frankly that in the present 
circumstances we cannot agree with the Ethiopians because we are a progressive 
democratic force and the Ethiopians are a colonialist force, whatever slogans they 
raise, be they red, black, progressive or otherwise. 


We have always called for a peaceful and political solution to the problem with 
Ethiopia, because we believe that guns and uniforms do not solve the problem. We 
advocated this during Haile Selassie's days and we are still advocating it. A 
military selution is not the way to end the problem. We do not want or seek 
problems but, when problems are brought to us by others, we cannot but confront 
them. I believe that this situation will not last long. In any case, our aim will 
always remain the attainment of a peaceful and just solution to the problem of 
Western Somalia. 
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TOGO 


BRIEFS 


FRG COOPERATION, PORT LOAN--From 3 to 6 November 1980, the government sent a Togo- 
lese delegation to Bonn, headed by Koudjolou Dogo, member of the Political Bureau 
and minister of planning and administrative reform. In the German capital, the 
delegation discussed financial and technical cooperation between the two countries 
over the past 2 years. Both sides noted the smooth completion of the .rogram drawn 
up in 1977, a program covering agriculture, the rural water supply, the economic 
infrastructure, livestock raising, and so on. They proceeded to sign the loan 
agreement for the Lome Port project (fourth phase of construction for 50 mill‘on 
German marks (about 5.5 billion CFA francs). The celegations exchanged views  n 
future financial cooperation between the two countries beginning in 1982. Actions 
will deal with sectors of rural development, the economic infrastructure, renewable 
energy, and so on, while the technical cooperation program will be accelerated. 
Negotiations took place in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual understanding. 
The next negotiations between the two governments are planned for the spring of 
1982 in Lome. [Excerpts] [Lome LA NOUVELLE MARCHE in French 11 Nov 80 pp 1, 8) 
11,464 
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UGANDA 


AGREEMENT REACHED ON BORDER MEETINGS WITH SUDAN 
LD231526 Kampala Domestic Service in English 0400 GMT 23 Nov 80 


{Text} A member of the military commission and deputy minister of defense, Col 
William Omaria, has expressed the need for good-neighborliness along the Uganda- 
Sudan border. The minister, who was speaking at a meeting on the Uganda-Sudan 
border conflict, expressed concern over the recent incidents in West Nile and Madi 
Districts, which resulted in heavy loss of life and property and displacement of 
local population. He expressed satisfaction at the measures to be taken hy the 
Ugandan and Sudanese governments with regard to the border meetings and inter- 
national law. 


In reply, the Sudanese delegation, led by the state minister, member of the Central 
Committee of the SSR and commissioner for Eastern Equatorial Province, Mr (Balasia 
Aloro), assured the minister that Sudan had no hand in the [word indistinct] inci- 
dent that took place in West Nile and Madi in October this year. He reaffirmed 

his government policy of zgood-neighborliness and noninterference in the internal 
affairs of neighboring countries. 


In a statement issued after the meeting, both sides agreed that regular meetings 
be convened between the two countries by administrators of both sides, preferably 
every (73) months. However, in any case of emergency, this can be called any time, 
but appropriate measures should be taken to contain and eliminate tive practice of 
cattle raiding by tribal elements on both sides of the border. 


The Sudanese authorities will continue to resettle and repatriate Ugandan refugees 
in accordance with the international convention and through the office of the UN 
High Commission. 


The property belonging to either government or individuals in either country be 
recovered and returned through proper channels. 


The two countries endeavor to keep all communications between them as free as 
possible and Uganda Government undertakes to facilitate passage of goods detained 
in Sudan after appropriate procedures have been worked out and that both sides 
devise ways and means of stamping out poaching along our common borders. 


The ceremony, which was held in a frank and friendly atmosphere at (Chobe) Safari 
Lodge, was attended by the Sudanese ambassador to Uganda, Mr Muhammad Abdallah 
"Uthman; the Sudanese military attache in Uganda, Colonel Isma'il (Zayday); the 
deputy minister of foreign affairs, Prof Samwire Karugire; the army chief of staff, 
Brig David Oyite Ojok; the commander of the northern province, Lt Col (Sumayt Opori); 
Capt (Opor) of general headquarters; the district commissioner, Arua, Mr Opika-Opoka; 
the district commissioner, Gulu, Mr Peter Teko; and other government officials. 
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UGANDA 


BRIEFS 


JUDLCIAL APPOINTMENTS MADE--The military commission has appointed a new president 
of the court of appeal and chief justice. The new president of the court of appeal 
is Mr Justice Saulo Musoke with Mr Justice David (Muzogo) as vice-president of the 
court. The new chief justice of the high court is Mr George Masika. A statement 
signed by the chairman of the military commission, Mr Paulo Muwanga, was issued in 
Kampala yesterday, adds that the former chief registrar of the court of appeal and 
the registrar of the high court shall proceed on leave until the judicial service 
commission recommends they should be the registrar of the court of appeal and chief 
registrar and deputy registrar, respectively, of the high court. [sentence as 
heard) [Text] [LDO21400 Kampala Domestic Service in English 0400 GMT 2 Dec 80) 
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ZALRE 


BRIEFS 


UNDP AlD--Mr Michel Doo Kingue, deputy director general of the United Nations 
and UNDP regional director for Africa has informed the First State Commissioner, 
citizen Nguza Karl-I-Bond, of the decision that the UNDP board took at its 
June 1968 session to increase the contribution of this organization to the 
development of Zaire the planning figure of which has risen from $36 million 
for 1977-1981 to $79 million for 1982-1986, UNDP investments in developing 
countries, Mr Doo Kingue explained, after the audience the coordinator of 
the executive branch granted him on Tuesday, involve the fields of technical 
assistance and preinvestment and aim at helping these countries consolidate 
their national and collective autonomy. The UNDP regional director was 

on his way back from the Maputo conference on the economic development of 
southern African states. {Kinshasa AZAP in French 1038 GMT 3 Dec 80 AB] 


UNDP COOPERATION AGREEMENTS--Three new cooperation agreements for the training 
of personnel of the Water and Power Distribution Administration of Zaire, the 
study of the transport system of Zaire and the setting-up of a working group 
in charge of defining a future policy for the promotion of small and medium- 
scale enterprises were signed on Tuesday at the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Cooperation between Zaire and the UNDP. [Kinshasa AZAP in French 

1137 GMT 3 Dec 80 AB] 
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